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SUMMARY 497

The  Seminary  was  subordinated  to  the  secular  power  and  had  an
exceptional  status  in  the  training  of  the  clergy  elite.  With  the  help  of
natura.I  sciences  the  Seminary  trained  a  new  type  of personalities,  able
to satisfy the  requirements  of the  Age  of Enlightenment  and  to  revive
the  clergy  as  well  as  the  culture  of  the  country.

It is  worth mentioning,  that  subjects  in  natural  sciences,  together  with
a  secular character of the studies (the attendance of the lectures at Vilnius
University), caused  the dissatisfaction of imperialistic authorities of Russia.

THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  ROMAN
CATHOLIC  SEMINARY  IN  VILNIUS

Vytautas  |ogela
The  article  presents  a  survey  of  political  and  cultural  conditions  un-
der which  the establishment  of the Roman  Catholic  Seminary took place
in  Vilnius;  the  attitude of the  Russian  rule  toward  the Catholic  Church
is  also  taken  into  consideration.  During  the  period  of  the  uprising  in
1830-1831  and  afterwards the heads of the  empire  felt  an  urge to  search
for  measures  and  apply  them  with  the  aim  of preventing  any  possible
uprisings  in  the  former  territory  of  the  GDL.  Among  their  key  objec-
tives was  neutralization of the gentry of GDL and  gaining priests' support
for  their  policy.  Therefore  Russian  rulers  supposed  that  the  alumni  of
the newly established  seminary should be loyal  to  the spirit of the empire
and  submissive  to  the  Russian  order.  Their  ideas  contradicted  the  ex-

pectations of the Vilnius bishopric hierarchy to educate  priests who  would
never  deviating  from  regulations  of  the  church  and  be  prone  to  any
deceptions and enticements of the Russian government. It has been proved
that  the  Bishop  of Vilnius  A.Klongevi€ius  played  the  main  role  in  the
foundation  of the seminary.  He and  the rector  A  Osinskis  (Osifiski)  saw
to that the new seminary should  preserve the same goals as those sought
by the  first  Vilnius  Academy  founded  there  earlier (1578)  by the Jesuits.

RELIGIOUS  AND  NATIONAL  MOVEMENT  OF  THE  END
OF  19c.  IN  SAMOGITIA

Edpardas  Vidmantas
The  growing  autocracy's  reaction  in  the  80ies  of  the  19century  made
the Catholic clergy ardent supporters of both the interests of the  Catholic
Church  and  the  Lithuanian  nation.  Their  activities  incited  anticzarist
attitudes among  citizens  and  encouraged  Samogitians  to resist  the self-
will  of  the  government.  Due  to  their  efforts  the  national  religious
movement  spread  wide  by  al`ross  Samogitia.
32.  2925
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SUMMARY 499

sought  tra.ns formations  in  the  structures  of  the  state.  Unfortunatelly,
the activities of the party were brought to an end by inner discord  and
the  pressure  exerted  by the  Government.  Still  E.Ropp  made  continual
efforts for unification of Lithuanian and  Byelorussian citizens under the
flag  of  Christianity.  (He  did  so  during  the  period  of  the  elections  to
the first  Russian Parliament  (Duma)  and  also  while being its member.)
Ropp's tolerant view on different ethnic groups distinguished him among
the  highest Catholic ranks of the Vilnius  Diocese.  Still,  the plans of the
Bishop  were  damaged  by  the  res'istance  of  Polish  and  Lithuanian  na-
tionalists. The study also mentions the conditions and the exact procedure
of  E.Ropp's  dismissal  from  his  office.

THE  START  OF  LEGAL  CATHOLIC  PRESS  IN  LITHUANIA
Regina  Laukaityt6

The article analyzes the pre-history of the Catholic  press  in  Lithuania
in the  period  of 1904-1907; it also  mentions its initiators  and  the work
carried  out  by  them.  The  first  to  make  efforts  to  start  Catholic  press
in Lithuania were such figures of the Catholic stream as A.Dambrauskas,
P.Bd€ys,  A.Dubinskas, J.Tumas,  P.Janubevi€ius, J.Bikinas,  K.Prapuolenis
and  others.  They  planned  to  start  a  national  periodical  of this  stream
(in  1905  it  became  the  Lithuanian  Christian  Democratic  Party).  Unfor-
tunately, they met the negative attitude of the government  which tried
to  stamp  out the increasing  influence of Catholic Church in Lithuania,
and  the establishment of Sany Christian  party there was unwelcome. The
conservative  layers  of the  Church  leaders  also  resisted  this  idea.  The
attempts  of the clergy to  participate  in  the  national  movement  and  to
consolidate  into  a  political  party  were  treated  by  the  Church  conser-
vatives  as  separatism,  and  all  their  publications  could  not  have  other
than religious aims.  When  Lithuanian Christian Democrat's  Party failed
to be  established  and  the initiative of publications  naturally passed  to
separate  bishoprics.

GENERAL  FEATURES  OF  LITHUANIAN
CATHOLIC  SOCIETIES  IN  1905-1907

Arvydas  Gaidys
The  article  surveys  the  general  features  of  Lithuanian  Catholic  socie-
ties  in  the  period  of their establishment  and  at  the beginning  of their
functioning. On the basis of encyclicas by Leo XIII and  Pius X  and  the
works  by later Lithuanian  authors,  A.Gaidys  establishes  the  following
criteria  for national  and  Catholic  societies:  membership and  leadership,
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SUMMARY 501

the  Pope  the  way  day  the  Polish  had  recieved  it.  The  direct  outcome
of  the  work  performed  by  J.Gabrys,  M.Y€as,  V.Bartu§ka,  K.0l§auskas
and  their supporter in  Rome K.  Prapuolenis  was the announcement  of
`The  Day  of  Lithuanians"  on  may  20,  1917  in  the  Catholic  churches

of the  world.  This  was  a  very  important  step  of the  Pope's  adminis-
tration in  international  policy; Vatican  acknowledged  Lithuanians and
Poles as  separate  nations  wich consequently enabled  Lithuanians  seek
the acknowledgement of the Lithuanian state in different countries. The
donations collected  (they amounted  to 1  mln the litas national currency)
were used in political and cultural  spheres also to support  war refuges
some  of whom  were  returning  back.

ANIANAS  VISKANIAS  AND  THE  ATTEMPTS
TO  RE-ESTABLISH  THE  GDL

Raimundas  Lopata
The  article  presents  a  general  survey of the activities by  the  priest  D.
Antanas  Viskantas  (A.Viscont;  1877.XII.12-1940.XII.12)  and  his  politi-
cal  views  in  the  period  of  WWI. .Viskantas  is  asserted  to  have  been  a
consistent supporter of the idea of rerestablishment of historical Lithuania.

11.  THE  OLD  DISCUSSION:  J.STAKAUSKAS  AND

v.BIRzl5KA  ABOur  MOTIE]us vALANclus
AND  HIS  NATIONAL  IDENTITY

The  discussion  about  the  work  carried  out  by  Motiejus  Valan€ius  for
the sake of Lithuanian identity was started by prof.  A.Janulaitis in  `The
Lithuanian News"  in 1937, No 18, where he asserted  that Valan€ius had
never  been  "an  ardent  Lithuanian".  In  response  to  that  dr.  Juozas
Stakauskas published his article in the paper "On the Right Way"  where
he  presented  the facts on the basis of which the Bishop Valan€ius  can
be  \proved  to  have  been  a  true  fighter  for  national  identity.  He  is  the
author  of  the  History  of the  Samogitian  Diocese,  he  was  fighting  for
the  introduction  of  Lithuanian  at  school;  he  was  much  against  teach-
ing religion in Russian in primary school.  After the uprising the Bishop
applied  to the Governor General  of Vilnius  M.Muravjov and  that  way
saved  many priests  from exile. Therefore,  there are sufficient  proofs  to
declare  Valan€ius  being  a  true  Lithuanian  not  only  in  his  words  but
also  by  his  quiet  and  persistent  work  devoted  for the  defence  of  th`e
sacred  rights of his  nation and  protection  of it  from  Russian violence.
Stakauskas concludes his article by calling the ideas of his oponent prof.
A.Janulaitis  as  conceived  ``a  priori".
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brings to light their attempts to unite into the Christian Democratic Party.
The article  reveals the  fate of the Central  Committee of this  party and
its  press,  also  fight  of  the  party  for  the  rights  of  the  Lithuanian  lan-

guage  in  multilingual  parishes  of  the  Vilnius  Diocese.

CONCLUSIONS  OF THE  PRIEST

OF  THE  BATAKIAI  DEANARY
Prepared  by  Regina  Laukaityt6  and  Algimantas  Katilius

ln the conclusions made by the priests of the Batakiai Deanary on January
24,  1906 and their letter to the Bishop the attempts of Lithuanian  priests
to establish the Lithuanian Christian Democra.tic Party and  their viewpoint
on  significant  cultural  and  religious  matters  are  reflected.

AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REMINISCENCES
BY  THE  LAST  SAMOGITIAN  BISHOP

PRANC15KUS  KAREVICIUS
Prepared  by  A.Katilius

Bishop  Pranci§kus  Karevi€ius  (1861-1945)  was  the  last  ordinary  of  the
famous  Samogitian  Diocese  since  it  was  split  into  three  new  ones  in
1926.  The years of his  service coincided  with the events of great impor-
tance to  the Lithuanian  nation  (1914-1926).  In  the  present extract  Pranas
Karevi€ius  recals  his  appointment  of  the  Bishop  of  Samogitia  and  the
obstacles  he  faced  before  he  could  start  performing  his  duties.  The
reminiscences of the Bishop  clarify the  relationships  of Lithuanians  with
Poles.  In  the  beginning,  the  Bishop  Pranas  Karevi€ius  also  supported
Lithuanians causing a  lot  of Polish  discontent. The  firm  position  taken
by  Pranas  Karevi€ius  proves  that  the  hierarchy  of the  Samogitian  Dio-
cese  had  started  supporting  the  Lithuanian  national  movement.


