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SuMhrm¥

1.   ARTICLES.   STUDIES.

Aitanas Tyla
+

"E   F`EATURES   OF   LITHUANIAN   PEASANTRY
HlsroRy

Peasants  of Lithuania played  an important  role  in the
process  of re-establishment  of the  state  of Lithuania  ln
1918.   Since   peasants  were  the   most   num\erous   social
layer. their position in this political process had a decisive
influence  on  the  direction. it  took.  Their weight  ln  social
and  economic  life  of the  country was  even greater in.the
previous  period  marked  by  the  fermentation  of the  new
ideas and search for ways that could lead to the llberatlon
from  the  yoke  of the  occupants.  The  article  under  dis-
cussion surveys demographic. cultural and political situation
of  peasants  -  farmers  ln  the  period  of  1795-1861.  The
beglnnlng of the period is marked by `partition of Lithuania
between Prussia  and  Russia.  the  end  of it witnessed  the
abolltlon of serfdom. After short period Lnder Prussia the
whole  of  Lithuania  was  subjected  to  Russian  rule.  The
government  of this  monarchy demanded  few  things  from
Lithuanian peasants. namely. levy. conscripts to the Russian
army and complete submission to the will of the Czar and
his landlords. The article discloses the ways and measures
employed  to  put  these  requirements  into  effect.  it  also
mentions  rural  reform  and  effect  on  peasants  life.  The
author analyses the process of peasantry self-conselousness
formation. It reveals the impact of some lndlviduals especially
active in the process or even leaders of resistance movement.
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(south-west  off  the  River  Nemunas).  The  scientist  holds
the view  of Lithuanian being the means  of communication
of  only   one   social  group   (peasantry)   there   up   till   the
beginutng of XIX c. Therefore the future  state  of Lithuanian
depended  largely  first  of  all  on  peasant's  resistance  to
Russianisation.   Polandisation.   Germanisation   influence
upon   their   national   language.   The   bulk   of   author's
attention  ls  devoted  to  peasants'  right  for  preservation
of the  Lithuanian  language  in church  and  also to  church
language   policy   up   till    1864.

Gledrlus  Subaelus

NEW   F`ORMATI0NS   IN   THE   GREAT   POLISH-
LITHUANIAN   DICTIONARY   OF   SIMONAS   DAUKANTAS:

INDIVIDUAL   WORD-F`ORMATION

On   the   ground   or  the   Lithuanian   Dictionary   (vol.1-
14)   and   its   card   indexes   about   3800   Lithuanian   new
formations  were  counted  in  the  great  Polish-Lithuanian
Dictionary  (18`50-1856)  of S.  Daukantas:  over  2000  suffixal
ones.   about   900   compounds.   about   800   prefixal   and
about  80  innexlonal.  Although  S.  Daukantas based himself
upon  living  language.  yet  his  individual  system  of word-
formation  is  looser  than  that  of the  llvlng  language:  the
influence  of  Polish  prototype  is  evident.  there  are  even
new  types   of  word-formation   in  the   Dictionary.   Some-
times  S.Daukantas  even  created words  for notions which
already had their names.  It suggests that besides traditional
stimulus   of  creation   of  new  formations  the   author  of
the  Dictionary  was  seeking  to  gain  the  prestige  for  the
Lithuanian   langu``ge.   and   thus   the   prestige   for   the
nation.
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reform  the  structrire  of  government.   One  of  major  roles
ln  the   proj.ect   had   to  be   played  by  "soul"   and   "blood"
aristocracy.  His  creation  records  for  history  shirts  ln  the
mentality  of  feudal  aristocracy  in  the  first  half  or  XIXc.

Egldof us Aleksandravieius

THE   THRESHOLDS   OF`   REBIRTH   HISTORY

The   article   attempts   at   presenting   a   survey   or   dif-
ferent   conceptions   on   social   structure   or   Lithuanian
nation  in  the  period  or  Rebirth  as  renected  in  journal-
ism  and  personal  correspondence  or  the  period  (the  end
of XIX  c.).  The  article  presents  the  views  or  outstanding
figures   of   Rebirth    period    on   the    problem    of   people
becoming  a  nation  and  also  causes  of  this  transforma-
tion   as   lndlcated   by   them.   The   period   was   dominated
by  two  views.   First   it  was   asserted   that   a   nation  can
exist  only  on  the  basis  of  diverse   social  structure:   the
Lithuanian  nation  was  said  to  consist  of  peasantry  and
gentry,  the  latter  though  far  away  from  peasantry,   still-
belonged  to  the  nation.  Second,  the  layer  or intellectuals
was   said   to   b.e   indispensable   element   for   a   nation   to
appeare.  The  criteria  or  lntelllgence  were  already  formed
by   the   end   of  XIX   c..   and   this  .provided   a   spiritual
foundation  for  integration  tendencies  within  the   nat`ion
ln   the   period   of   Rebirth.

Thomas  A.  Michalskl

THE   PSYCHOLOGY   OF   LITHUANIAN   REBIRTH
AMONG  .OLD   EMIGRAr\rrs   To   AMERICA.   A   GENERAL

SURVEY   OF`   THE   PERIOD   BEIW.BEN.  THE   END   0F`
XIX   C.   AND   THE   BEGINNING   0F`   XX   C.

I  The  problem  of  national  self-consciousness  formation
among   the   emigrants   to   the   USA   is   really   of   great
interest  and  importance.  however  very  few  investigations
into  it  have  been  made.  In  the  period  under  discussion
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Lithuanians.  the  Diet  of  Vilnius  and  others).  The  study
by  E.  Motieka  analyses  differences  in  meaning  of  these
titles.  Historiographical  analysis  performed  falls  into  two
parts:  modulation  of the  title  and  singular  cases  of title
reflection  or  reflection  taking  place  in  a  certain  period
of time.  Historical  and  socio-psichological  conditions  that
led   to   formation   of   historlographical   title   the    Great
Vilnius   Diet   appear   in   the   focus   of   attention   in   the
article.   The   main   conclusion   drawn   is   that   the   Con-
vention  of  Lithuanians  in  Vilnius  was  transformed  into
the  Great  Vilnius  Diet  on  the  ground  of  its  wide  range
and  tremendous  innuence  on  the  rise  of  civil  sentiment
in  Lithuanian   society:   it   has   also   laid   foundations   for
parliamentary traditions in Lithuarna and witnessed national
aspirations  of  Lithuanians  take  constitutional  forms  for
the   first   time.   Clarification   of   sense   and   meaning   of
such   words   (and   notions)   as   "of  Lithuanians"   and   "of
Lithuania"   in   the   very  beginning   of  XIX  c.   and   shifts
in   their   meaning   after   restablishment   of   independent
state   of   Lithuania   is   alloted   much   attention   in   the
article.

Sigitas  Jegelevieius

ROBBERS   OR   F`IGHTERS?

The    novel    "The    Blue    Soldiers"    by   Julius    Btitenas
creates   a   picture   of  L].thuanian   country   in   the   period
of  World  War  I  and  during  the  years  of  establishment
of  Lithuanian  independence.  The   action  of  the  novel  is
based  on  a  number  of  actual  events  of  the  given  period
and  the  characters  in  it  have  got  real  prototypes.  Among
the  most   characteristic  examples  of  episodes  based   on
actual  events  are  these  depicting  robbers  raging  in  the
south   of   Lithuania   (Dztikij.a).

In  recent   past  most  historians  both   Lithuanian  and
those   of  former  soviet   nations   interpreted   such   events
the   way   they   assumed   class-sti-uggle    character.    Still
robbery  should  be  taken  for  robbery  even  in  the  periods
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were  liberated  from  serfdom  in  early  XIX  c.   and  their
civil   rights   were   then   formally   acknowledged.   Still   to
make   them   actual   peasants   had   to  join   into   struggle
for  them.  This  fight  could  take  only  positive  forms,  such
as  requirements  for  education.  better wages  and  similar.
Any  different  fight  would  have  meant  only  revolt.  There-
fore though the  period brought  about favourable  conditions
for  peasants  civil  and  national   activltles  and  the  first
forms  of such  activity were  appearing.  still  its  impossible
to    distinguish    national   consciousness   as    a   unique
phenomenon   of  the   first   half  of  XIX   c.   the   more   so
we  cannot  speak  of national  self-consciousness  the  latter
being   a   conscious   choice   of   person   to   belong   to   a
nation.

I.MUJevicjus  ("Peasantry  self-consciousness  as  History
Subject")  understands  peasantry  self-consciousness  as  a
phenomenon   of   social   psychology.   Civil.  self-conscious-
ness  of  peasantry  is  reflected   in  their  self-government
structures.   In  the  period  of  feudalism  company  courts
were   a   kind   of   self-government   structure   formed   by
Lithuanian peasants.  Still almost no data on their functionir|g
has  survived.   Not  much   ls  known  about  the   activities
•of  self-goverment  structures  established  by  peasants  in
XIX  c.   either.   West   European   analogues  prove   that   ln
the   period   of  feudalism   already  peasants   enjoyed   civil
and  political  rights.  Peasants  in  Sweden  and  Switzerland
made   the  greatest   influence   on  political  and   economic
life   of  their   respective   countries.   In   spite   of  the   fact
that  the  data  on  self-government  structures  formed  by
Lithuanian  peasants  is  not  available.  there  is  no  doubt
that   Lithuanian   farmers   stood   for   their   rights   since
ancient  times.  This  can  be  proved  by  their  applications
and  complaints  handed  in  to  the  state  government  or
court.   It   is   best   of  all   to  Judge   about   civil   rigths   of
peasantry  in  connection  with  freedoms  their  were  given.
Among  such  freedoms  there  was  the  possibility  to  mowe
to  another  place  for  earnings.   to  buy  a  piece   of  land
or  a  h6use  and   similar.   Still  historiography  knows  no
unanimous  view  on  the  problem.  L.  Mulevi6ius  basis` his
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under consideration.  She  lndlcates  sources  and  presents
Middle   and   Eastern   European   historlography   on   the
topic.  She  believes  that  among questions  to  be  consid-
ered  there  such  as  economic  and  cultural  contacts  with
strangers.   the   church   unfluence   on   peasantry   self-
consciousness   also   clarification   of   such   concepts   as"language".   "nation"   and   "state"   to   peasantry.

A.Ivarbufas   asserts   that   Lithuanian   nation   besides
being   a  rural  nation  ls   also   a   heir  of  the   GDL  tra-
ditions.   Since  a  peasant  becomes  an  equal  member  of
a  society  this  means  he  will  aqulre  civil  and  national
consciousness.  Shifts  in  social-political  life  witnessed  by
the  second  half of XVIII  c.  1ncouraged  peasants for more
activity.  The  Enlightment  movement  made  the  greatest
contribution  to   the   process  because   ln  that  time   the
new  attitude  towards  peasantry  was  established.  In  this
period the first contacts between different cultural layers
appeared.   Still   the   discovery   of  folk   culture   belongs
primarily  to   the   period   of  romanticism   already.

Ill   REVIEWS

Jttrate Klauplene

NAHONAI,   clAss   (RANK)  AND   sTATh   (crvIL)
CONSCIOUSNESS   IN  "E   MIDDLE  AGES.

pROBLEMs   oF  INVESTlcIAmoN.

The  author  reviews  a  collection  of  articles  compiled  under
the  initiative  of  the  Institute  of  History  in  the  University  of
Warsaw  "State,  Nation  and  Ranks  (classes)   in  the  Medieval
Consciousness"  (Pafistwo,  nar6d, stany w Swiadomosti  wiek6w
Srednich.   Pamieci   Benedykta   Zientary   (1929-1983)..  Warszawa
1990).   12  articles  by  authors  distinct  in  their  style  and   per-
spective  on  the  problem  -  ranging  from  European  till  local  -
consider  the  problem  of  medieval  national,  rank  (class)  and
state  (civil)  consciousness.
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crats   party   and   of  other   different   political   parties   ln
Lithuania..   The   monograph   ls   of  two-fold-scientific   and
political-value   since   one   of  the   goals   persues   by   the
book   is   to   stimulate   the   activity   of   Social   Democrat
party   in  Tthe   newly   re-established   state   of  Lithuania.

But the latter intention seems to require first identification
of the place and role of Sacial Democrats in the development
of Lithuanian  political  thought.  Still  such  considerations
havent  found  any  place  in  the  book.  Taking  advantage
of  the   occasion   we   share   our  views   on   the   problem.
Not  being  sure  these  are  in  direct  connection  with  the
objectives  of the  monograph  we  title  our  review  as  non-
traditional   one.

IV.    PUBLICATIONS

Zlta  Medlsausklene

THE   PRCuEUT  BY   CZARIST   GOVERNMENT  TO
PUBLISH   A  JOURNAL   F`OR   COMMON   PEOPLE   IN
THE   RUSSIAN   AND   SAMOGITIAN   IANGUAGES   IN

7TH   DECADE   OF`   XIX   C.

The   publication   contains   the   official   paper   of   1863
by   A.Shirinsky-Shikhmatov   ln   charge   of   education   ln
Vilnius  district  for  the  minister  of  education.  The  paper
deals  with  tasks  and  objectives  of the  new Journal.  form
and  language  of  it.  conditions  of  cooperation  and  sub-
scription.   also   programmes   of  respective   Russian   and
Samogitian   Journals   "People's   Friend".   These   publica-
tions  were  planned  as  a  means  or  bringing  the  people
of a- "Western  country"  closer  to  "our  common  homeland
Rrissia".
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