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SUMMARY 189

consideration extends between the closure of the `University of vilnius in
1832 and the outbreak of the First World War. At first the institutional
aspect  is  analyzed,  namely the plans  for the  re-establishment  or  the
foundation of a university or some other institution of higher education,
and their political and sociocultural contexts. Due to the absence of an
institution of higher education, the problem of training specialists necessary
for the country had to be solved in some way or other, i.e., Lithuanian
youth  had  to  be  sent  for  studies  to  Russian  universities,  or  Russian
specialists had to be employed by local authorities, secondary schools,
hospitals, courts of law, etc. The book presents an analysis of the attempts
by the authorities to influence the rise of individual members of the non-
dominant ethnic groups up the steps of the education pyramid. The social
aspirations in the field of higher education are examined, too. In this respect
the plaris to re-establish the University of vilnius or set up a new one are
associated with the sociocultural changes in Lithuania. Hitherto this aspect
has  not been dealt with in historiography -these projects  so  far have
been  described  only  fragmentarily,  not  related  to  the  sociocultural
development;  the  `Jewish factor'  was ignored as well, despite the fact
that in the former lands of the GDL the Jewish community was numerous,
and  there  were  attempts  on  the part  of the  Jews  to  set up  their own
institution of higher education.

This study is based on archival material, documents of the Ministries
of Intemal Affairs and Public Education, the Governor-General of Vilnius,
the Vilnius Educational District; personal archives of Russian politicians (Piotr
Valuev and Aleksandr Golovnin); and periodical publications of that period,
and other sources.

When the University of Vilnius was closed (the official decree was
signed on 1 May 1832), two of its faculties were re-organized into separate
institutions: the Academy of Medicine and Surgery, which functioned until
1840; and the Theological Academy, which was transferred to St Petersburg
in 1842. That decision was made on the presumption that the university had
a negative influence on local youth. Actually, its closure showed that the
authorities did not trust the `P61es', i.e., the traditional elite.

In the period between the closure of the university in 1832 and the
accession of Alexander 11 in 1855, the Lithuanian gentry only several times
raised the idea of the re-establishment of it. Its realization, however, was
prevented by the above-mentioned reason - the authorities did not trust the
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SUMMARY 191

The petitions submitted by the Lithuanian gentry in 1855 show that
society would have been satisfied with any type of institution of higher
education,whileinsubsequentyearsitwouldbecontentonlywithauniversity.
That change of outlook was evident in the project initiated by the authorities
of the Vilnius Educational District in relation to the establishment of a non-
classical higher-education institution. In their attempts to rationalize the system
of education in the Northwestern Provinces, the authorities decided to re-
organize not only the secondary schools, but also to establish in Vilnius a
higher-education institution consisting of three departments - agronomy,
mechanics,  and architecture  and geodesy.  As there were no  funds  in the
treasury, the authorities applied to the gentry, inviting them to support the
foundation of the new educational institution. In summary, the gentry, however,
expressed their intention to finance only the establishment of a university.

An  analysis  of the  Lithuanian  gentry's  petitions  related  to  the
establishment of an institution of higher education shows that in the second
half of the  1850s there were attempts to found a Russian school, i.e., with
Russian as the language of instruction. This conclusion can be drawn from
the fact that at that time Polish was required only as a subject to be taught in
the secondary schools and not as a medium of instruction. Secondary schools
(gymnasiums) were treated as a preparatory stage for study at a university.
Therefore, it would be logical to surmise that the medium of instruction was
to be the same in both stages of education. The Lithuanian gentry did not
intend to re-establish the university with Polish as the language of instruction,
because such a requirement would seem uurealistic.

Theestablishmentofahigher-educationinstitutionintheNorthwestem
Provinces became a burning issue in 1860-61 due to the situation at home
and abroad.  The rapprochement between France and Russia stressed the
importance of the `Polish question'. France endeavoured to drive a wedge
between Russia and Prussia, the relations of which were strengthened `by
the negative policy in relation to Poland'. This change in the intemational
constellation was favoured by the members of the Russian political elite (in
the first place by the minister of internal affairs, Valuev), who endorsed the
policy, based on a compromise with the elite of the borderlands.

On the other hand, the cause of the student urITest at the University of
Kiev was seen by tsarist officials as `Polish intrigue' . Thus, the establishment
of a university in Warsaw (Szkola G16wna) was to eliminate Polish youth
from the St Vladimir University in Kiev. Consequently, there remained only
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The processes discussed above would lead to a hypothesis that the
granting of cultural autonomy to Lithuania, the main attribute of which had to
be the re-established University of Vilnius, would have ensured,  at least
temporarily, the political loyalty to the authorities of the greater part of the
more conservative gentry. A number of Russian politicians were prepared to
offer such concessions to the gentry of the Northwestern Provinces. However,
some  influential politicians  in  St Petersburg were  against  fundamental
concessions to the `Poles' of that region. Besides, the outbreak of the uprising
excluded any social compromise between the goverrment and the  social
elite of the country.

After the suppression of the uprising of 1863, Governor-General of
Vilnius Mikhail Muraviev initiated the opening of the University of vilnius,
the task of which would be to spread Russian culture in the country and
detract the `Poles' from Russian universities. However, the political elite of
the  empire,  as  can  be  seen  from the  Pan-Slavic  periodical  A4losfroi;sfrz.e
vedo777osfz.,  edited by Mikhail Katkov,  considered that it was too  early to
establish such an institution. According to the publication, the time to establish
the university would be ripe when the cultural level of the ethnic Belorussians
(in its term, simply, the Russians) was raised.

After the  failure  of that initiative,  Muraviev  tried  other ways  to
compensate for the shortage of officials and teachers loyal to the empire in
the Northwestern Provinces. He introduced extra salaries for the Russians,
Baltic  Germans  and citizens  of other countries  working  in  educational
institutions. Muraviev also established additional grants for ethnic Russians
who after graduation had to work for a certain period in the Northwestern
Provinces. On his initiative the `Polish question' was solved, too -a numerus
clausus (ten per cent) was fixed for `Polish' youth in secondary schools and
universities outside the borderlands.

Muraviev also  endeavoured to  set up  an Orthodox academy (later
extending the studies at the Orthodox Seminary) in Vilnius.  That project
showed his aspiration to integrate the clergy into society. The formal cause
which prevented the realization of the project was the absence of finance for
it. It is probable that the failure of the project was really due to the negative
attitude of the Orthodox hierarchy towards Muraviev's radical enterprise.

In the late 1860s and early 1870s the realization of initiatives in higher
education depended on two main factors: the absence ofreliable functionaries
and teachers, and the superiority of the `Polish' civilization. Due to thiTse two



o} os|t} uoAI8  eJeAI s}treJD  .(tle} jo ptzo}suI)  s}ut}J8 etlIu loj A|uo  seomosel

q8notlo eJeiIA elet|L .poJou8I 919iIA s}ut318 et|} 8III}nqIJ}slp jo suoI}uo}tlI |t2[}[uI
9q|,  .el[duro eq} jo snit2It2dde olit2Ioneomq et|} uI }ueAIopun 9AIpeI}Iu! Aue
pet|}  so8tlt2qo  9q} jo  eAI}t}o[ptl[  stzAA  {s}ueJ8  ut2qutmq}[i, jo  est20  9qi

•(urop8tl[H t|sf|od eq} u[ }st29| }t3) |[9AA st2 eJning uI

A}!}uopI |t2Jni[noouq}9 tlt}Iunmt|}I| eq} 98pe|IIAoun|Ot} o} 9|quI| 9JoiIA seI}IJoq}ne
ue[ssnt| 9t|} pet|} pejIAot|s Aprzo|o s}treJS Tons loj 9|q[8I|9 9q p|noo `ueluunt|}Iijo

pueululoo poo8 t2 ptzq `}uequodurl 9Iour stziIA peqAI `pue ut3[ssnt[ AIoun| oqlIA s|Idnd
9soq}A|uopeqno€joq|..speniooi|9}uT(qsI|od-puepue)rielss"-olduelueng}[i
8tl[ult2J} jo  Ao[|od  9t|i  st2IIA  }eq].  .JoeJt}o  |t3oT8o8tzpod  Jo  o[urepeob  ue  Joj
uroq} peltzdold ptlt2 ?|odurt2IltzN put3 [HpeAAns TIT s|oot|os fut3ptlooos 9t|} uroH
s|Idnd ut2Itltmt|}Ii Joj pepue}u[ 9JOAA esoq|.  .8mqsJeted }S Pus IIAoOSoN jo
soplsleA[un 9q} pe t s}uel8 un}Ttnenq}[i , pozTue8Jo os|t2 A|apqord 9t| :8u[prejTID Aq

poJt2deJd st2AA 9uI||no u[t}ur s}[ putz `uI}nl|IM [tz|oHINjo 90ut?PTn8 et|} Jepun }no
Poqut20 St3AA urlojoJ uoI}t20npe `€98 I jo 8U[SHdn 9q} JeHt2 `9Jeq| .(P||t3AAns Je}t2|)
AA9}Snsnvjo 90u[AOJd 9t|} uI A[}sour pe}tzl}uoouoo eJojIA Aeq} `IeAejIAoq :st29p[
sc 8ulploj|IDjo sJequoddns eJejIA elot|} }oaps[G |t2uoI}t2onpE SnTtl|IA eq} u|

•uI8eq p|not|s suelssn`d 9t|}

t||[jIA suelunmt|}I| O!ut|}e et|} jo  cJOSJour, |t2ulj 9U| }tzq} Jeu.V .S9|Od eq} uroH
uleq} epelt2des o} 9mstzour fut2Ioduro} tz st2 A|tlo poA[9ouoo stzAA ssetlsno[osuoo
Ut2[utmt|}I|  SuTJe}soj  `8ulpJoj|[D  o}  8uTPJooot2  `}tzq}  peslurms  eq  pTnoo

}I elojoloq|. .uo!}tzzlutzunoD jo ssoooJd 9q} o} u[ 9Atz8 stlt2[utmt|}Ii 9q} 9Jot||.
•(JOuIN t2Itlt3ng}Ii) t3Iss"d TIT  sut2Iuunqi[i  9t|} jo  uOI}t2rtyls  9q}  0} tloI}tl9ut2

AAOJp  8uTPJej|[D  `s®I}otz}  |t3oI}[|od  S[t|  8u[I9jjo  `Ptlt}t| Jot|}o  9q} tlo  .A}I}UepT

|t2Jn||noout|}e s}I eAI9seJd p|nojIA `sse|9quoAou t|olt|jIA `uolpeu |t2oI}I[od ut3Issnt|
et|} jo  prt2d }uoni[}suoo  t2  st}  stltzTunmq}I|  et|t  Pe}t29J|  8tlIPJej|ID  .90tl9nutl[

qsT|Od 9t|} uroJj urot|} tot?J}ep Snq| Pun }lquo [t20T}I|od tlt2[ssnt| 9q} o}tlI uleq}
9Ht2} o} Suelunmt|}T| 9u} jo ssetlsno[osuoo Tt2Jn||noout||e et|} 8tll8t3mooue Aq
:e|d[ouTldt}I9drlT}eepTAIpetptloA|peulTldpostzqeJejIA`cAOI|od4Ipeuopt2u,eq}uT

}s!|t2Io9ds ut2Issnt| }uouTuroJd t2 `8tlTPJoj|[D JPut3SHe|Vjo S|t}SodoJd eq|.
•9nssf eq} jo sopeqep snoIles uoA9 pe}II9A9Id

Seomosol  |t2nioe||9}tlI  PUB  |t3Ioun2ulj jo  est2Uoqs  eq}  `JOAejIAOH  .POUOI}U9ur
9JeAA Hsqo}IA pun Hs}o|od A|uo `"2 }t2 q}IIIA }[tzop St;AA S9otlIAOJd uro}solIAqproN

eq} uI A}IsleAlun un2Issnt[ t3 jo enssI 9qt `So£8 I A|Jt39 9q} UI `JeAeueqAA
•s}09.fold scAefAIanN Joj

se suost291 9tHt2s 9tp loj poz[|t3el lou elan s|t2o8 esoq} pet|} surges }| .Aurepeot2
xopotpro 9qi jo s}09fold snoTlt2A o} ueA[8  stzAA 4[IOIld 9urT} pet|} pe  suostzol

4Ailst[EAINn v  LnoHI.IM  AiH13Os    fz7wff.I/zJ7s'.cr                               ty6|



SUMMARY 195

students of law and medicine, i.e., not only to those who were preparing for
pedagogical and academic activity.

In the second half of the nineteenth century the number of institutions
of higher education and of students increased rapidly in the Russian Empire,
and Lithuanian society could also hope that a school of that type could be
established in Lithuania as well. On the other hand, Russification grew in the
empire, in particular in higher education (in the 1 8 80s the university of Dolpat
[now - Tartu] was Russified). Therefore, at the turn of the century, only a
Russian higher-edrcation institution could be expected in the Northwestern
Provinces.

In  1900 the Agricultural Society of Vilnius, the members of which
were landowners, proposed setting up an institute of agriculture in Vilnius,
which was to be oriented primarily to the needs  of the  social  elite.  The
establishment of such a school (though it had to be Russian) was welcomed
by the majority of the socially active Lithuanian people, including the leaders
of the Lithuanian national movement. The idea of a university (or a similar
institution of higher education) in Lithuanian society did not undergo any
majorchangesuntiltherevolutionofl905.AtthetumofthecenturyLithuanian
public figures discussed the pluses and minuses only of a Russian higher-
education institution, merely expecting some concessions for the Lithuanians.
The idea of a national university did not exist until 1905 .

The plan  for the  agricultural  school proved  abortive because  the
authorities, as in previous years, were afraid of polish dominance. Besides,
one more motive preventing the establishment of an institution of higher
education in the Northwestern Provinces appeared in official considerations.
That was the danger posed by the Jews. Some local officials even suggested,
in the case of the establishment of such a school, to limit the number of
Jewish students drastically to three per cent, or not to accept them at all.

During  the  revolution  of 1905  the  Russian political  system was
liberalized, at least temporarily. At that time various political and sociocultural
models of the future Lithuania, devised by different political groups, emerged.
Each non-dominant ethnic group, realizing its own political vision, had to take

` care of the construction of a corresponding pyramid of education. The ways
of re-establishing or founding a university, discussed in Lithuanian society in
1905-7, were connected with the ethnopolitical tendencies of that period.
Thus, taking into account the contemporary future models of Lithuania, four
principal concepts  of the  University of Vilnius  could be  disting'Jished:
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SUMMARY 197

loyalty of at least a part of the Poles in the Northwestern provinces. That
could be the reason for the intensive discussions about the establishment of a
higher-education institution, which began in Vilnius at the end of 1907. On
the other hand, the statements by the highest officials of the empire late in
1907 and in the first half of 1908 showed that the authorities were not going
to modify the main principles of the `nationality policy' .

One more aspect, presenting an obstacle in the formation of the concept
of the higher-education institution, revealed itself in the discussion of the
issue in the Duma of the city of vilnius in 1908, when it became evident that
there were `objective' differences in the cultural and educational goals of
the nations of Lithuania. A Russian university (with Russian as the medium
of instruction) would have satisfied the Lithuanians, Belorussians and Jews.
A part of the Polish community of Lithuania acknowledged the usefulness of
the Russian school in Vilnius, while many influential Poles adhered to a different

`

point of view.  They had to take heed of the situation at the University of
Warsaw, which was boycotted by the Poles. Under such circumstances the
Poles of Lithuania could not support a Russian university in Vilnius. Moreover,
they could go  for their studies to the higher-education institutions of the
Habsburg Empire where the medium of instruction was Polish. However,
that was not the main obstacle for the establishment of an institution of higher
education in Vilnius in 1908 and later (in 1911  the Duma of vilnius again
initiated a similar project, exploiting the approaching occasion of the 300th
anniversary ofRomanov rule). An analysis of the views of the Russian political
elite and the concrete actions of the `nationality policy' unequivocally shows
that  after the  revolution  of 1905-7  there  were  no  real  chances  for the
establishment of a university in Vilnius. That was conditioned both by the
shortage of financial and intellectual resources in the empire and by the fear
of the  dominance  of the  Poles  and Jews  in the  borderland university.
Additionally, the emperor Nicholas 11 was of the opinion that there were
enough universities in Russia. Those circumstances determined the fact that
in  19134  even the  initiatives  of those  Russian public  figures  to whom
Russification tendencies were not alien, were not supported by the highest
state officials as regards the establishment of universities in the Northwestern
Provinces.

In the early twentieth century there appeared an authentic need of a
part of Lithuanian society, mainly of clerical intellectuals, to have a Catholic
higher-education institution in Kaunas. Those circles were orientated towards
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