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Studies of  the History of Lithuanian
National Revival

Vol.13: Mykolas R6meris

suMhrmy
I. ARTICLES. STUDIES

FROM THE ROMERIAI GENEALOGY

Vytautas  Aleksiejanas

The  R6meriai  family is thought  to  have  come  from  Germany.  In  the  13th
century,  a line of this family moved to Livonia,  and from the beginning of the
17th century the R6meriai gradually settled in Lithuania.  Information on some
members of the  R6meriai family,  the so-called general's  line,  the  ancestors  of
Professor Mykolas R6meris is provided in the article.

On the R6meriai genealogical tree available, members of 13 generations are
presented. The coat of arms of the family, the Scipion, belongs to those of the
most prominent families of Livonia. Some historical facts are known  about the
member  of the  4th  generation,  Steponas  R6meris  (1560-1635).  He  should  be
noted as the administrator of the duke's land. He distinguished himself in action
and was  rewarded with  estates  for  his  military services.  The  general  of Lithu-
anian artillery, Motiejus R6meris (1606-1699), was a famous military leader, too.
It was because of his military title that this branch of the family came to be called
the general's line.

In the  17th century the R6meriai held important offices  in Lithuania,  took
part   in  the   government   and   increased  their   estates.   The   most   prominent
personality  of  the   18th-the   lst  half  of  the   19th  century  Mykolas  Juozapas
R6meris (1778-1853) was a famous political and public figure. For a long period
of  time  he  was  a  commissar  of  the  Education  Commission  of  the  Court  of
Vilnius, was elected marshal of the Trakai district gentry and later marshal of the
Trakai province. The  activity of R6meris was  associated with various  societies,
e.g. the Typographic Society of Vilnius, the Masonic Ilodge and others.

In the 19th-20th centuries the R6meriai participated in public and especially
cultural life in Lithuania.

THE ESTATE 0F BAGDONI§RIS 0F THE ROMERIAI
Steponas  Deveikis

Bagdoni§kis  is  situated  near  Kriaunos  and  Obeliai  in  the  present  Roki5kis
district. Here the  R6meriai purchased some estates  in the  18th century and  at
the beginning of  the 19th century took possession of other large estates.

The inventory of the Bagdoni§kis estate is kept in the Biblioteka Narodowa in
Warsaw,  Poland.  The  estate  was  a  possession  of  Mykolas  Juozapas  R6meris
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SUMMARY 287

was  this  man  who  greatly  influenced  R6meris's  views  and  attitudes.  Petruiis
succeeded in persuading R6meris that although a Pole living in Lithuania, he not
only could but had to go together with his homeland, be a citizen and that civic
duties equally concerned both Lithuanians and non-Lithuanians. From then R6-
meris joined in the work of the society with all his energy.

The  society  was  not  large;  besides,  its  membership  was  in  a  continuous
change and renewal: some were leaving Paris, others were coming and joining in.
However its activity was broad and diverse. Problems of the Lithuanian national
revival , the Lithuanian press, civil society, civic duties and others were discussed
here. Polish was used in the discussions.

R6meris's participation and activity in the society could be called an academy
of Lithuanian citizenship which was  invaluable  for his political  orientation  and
future activities.

Back in Lithuania in 1905, R6meris was eager to make his own contribution
to the propagation and realization of the ideas inspired by the Parisian society -
to organise such  a  democratic movement  among the  Poles  of Lithuania which
would reconcile them with the reviving Lithuanian nation, could help to unite the
efforts  towards Lithuania's independence,  towards democracy and civil  society.
The foundation of the daily Gazcfa W7/crisha (in Polish) 1906 was his first step in
this direction.

At the end of the article, information is provided on the influence of another
Lithuanian - Juozapas Albinas Herba6iauskas - on R6meris's views due to their
contacts in Cracow in 1906-1907; under this influence he considered the Poles of
Lithuania as a certain category of Lithuanian citizens.

The idea of civil society became the main aim of R6meris activity for all his
life.

MYKOIAS ROMERIS AND FREEMASONRY
IN VILNIUS (1911-1915)

Zbigniew Sohak

The rebirth of Freemasonry in Lithuania took place in  1910 after an almost
100-year-long prohibition on  the territory of tzarist  Russia.  On Jurgis  Romas's
initiative the Jedno§6 lodge (Unity) arose, joining together representatives of all
the nations living on the lands of the former Grand Duchy of Lithuania. One of
the most prominent figures of Masonry in Vilnius was Mykolas R6meris (1880-
1945), a lawyer, scholar, Polish-Lithuanian politician and the head of the Lodge
Lithuania (Litwa) which arose in the middle of 1911. The activity of the Masonic
lodges was  connected with  the  activities  of the  democrats fray.owey  of Vilnius,
whose  leading  ideologist was  R6meris.  The  rapid  development  of Masonry  in
Lithuania (in  1914 there were 5  lodges) was stopped by the war and the occu-
pation of Vilnius by the Germans.  Many of the members  of the lodges  fled to
Russia, and R6meris went to Galicia where he joined Polish legions in the sum-
mer of 1915.
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SUMMARY 289

Lithuanian society and the emancipation of Lithuanian people (peasantry). For
both of them the historical-social process, called the national revival, is impossib-
le without  an active participation of  people (peasantry) in cultural and political
life of  society.

When interpreting the causes, development and contents of cultural assimi-
lation of Lithuanian nobility, both authors agreed that a part of a less Polonized
gentry in the lst half of the 19th century was taking active part in the process of
national revival, trying to change the attitude of the majority of nobility towards
people. R6meris and Herba6iauskas believed that modernized political and civic
traditions of the culture of the nobility had to play an important role in the de-
velopment of  a democratic society in Lithuania.

Considering the Lithuanian national movement to be mainly democratic (it
was guided by the values of popular culture, and its main body was made up of
the intellectuals of peasant descent), R6meris and Herba6iauskas did not fail to
notice that, while getting more and more politicised, nationalist tendencies were
becoming  stronger  in  its  national  ideology  (negation  of  cultural  plurality,  at-
tempts to consider social evolution in terms of an idealised notion of a "pure" na-
tion). That was a threat to the consolidation of the democratic forces of Lithua-
nia. Both of them were sure that only the understanding of the society of Lithua-
nia as a specific territorial, historical, civic and cultural community could help to
soften possible nationalist conflicts.

MYKOIAS ROMERIS AIND PROJECTS
OF THE BALTIC UNITY AIND RESTORATION

OF THE GRAND DUCFT OF LITHUAINIA

Saulius Pivoras

Two political ideas of the  19th and the early 20th centuries of co-operation
between the  nations  of the  region  are  compared  in  the  article  and  R6meris's
attitude towards them is shown. The project of the restoration of the historical
GDL was  developed  most  consistently  by  the  political  trend  of the  fop/.owey
(from the Polish frz7/. a country). The main idea of this project was citizenship of
the country, which is equal territorially to the nucleus of the lands of the histo-
rical GDL (including Lithuania, Samogitia, Bielorussia, Volynia, Curonia, etc.).

The notion of the GDL in this project was different from that of Lithuanian
nationalists who treated the history of the GDL from the ethnocultural point of
view; both the former and the  latter,  however, were for the restoration  of the
GDL.

There  were  a  few  variants  of the  Baltic  unity  project  as  well.  The  ethno-
cultural variant (Lithuanian - Latvian unity)  developed at the beginning of the
19th  century,  lasted  until  the  middle  of  the  20th  century  and  had  not  been
forgotten by the I,atvian and perhaps also Lithuanian  emigr6s.  The  idea  of an
international  Baltic Unity  (Lithuanian-Latvian-Estonian-Finnish unity with  the
prospect  of  alliance  with  Scandinavian  countries)  was  developed  after  World
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Masonic lodges of Russia (The Great Orient), the local lodges of Vilnius (Jed-
no§6,  Litwa,  Bialorus),  the  legions of Pilsudski,  Polish political institutions  and
groups  (The  Chief Popular  Committe,  Independence  Block),  but without  suc-
cess.  The  Polish  politicians  were  predominantly of national  democratic  orien-
tation, they were concerned only with the interests of the Polish people and the
restoration of Poland. They were for desintegration of historical Lithuania and
the  incorporation  of its  lands  in which  any manifestation  of Polish  civilisation
could be traced into the modern Polish nation state rather than for the resto-
ration of the aforementioned one.

R6meris's concept of historical  Lithuania was  in correlation with  the main
features of the programme of the Great Oriental Empire planned  and carried
out by Jam Piisudski in 1919. That is why in April 1919 he joined the programme.
Having failed to get interested in these plans Lithuanian politicians of democra-
tic orientation who considered them as imperialistic on the part of Poland,  he
left his political activities for good.  His concept of historical Lithuania was not
realised. Pilsudski's policy of the "accomplished facts" strained the relations bet-
ween Lithuania and Poland which was used by national democrats (endeks). The
RIga  Treaty  of  March  1921  between  Poland  and  Soviet  Russia,  the  military
operation of General Zeligowski in October 1920 and the resolution adopted by
the  assembly  of Middle  Lithuania  (Litwa  Srodkowa)  in  1922  determined  and
realised  the  division  of  a  considerable  part  of  lands  of  historical  Lithuania
between Russia and Poland.

The  processes  taking  place  under  the  influence  of  the  modern  nationalist
ideology (gaining strength in the national identity and the expansion of the idea
of a nation state) on the territory of historical Lithuania had advanced to such an
extent that it was not possible to use them for the realisation of R6meris's idea of
Lithuania's  statehood,  or  to  conform  it  with  the  values  of    ideology  of  the
krajowcow (the priority of the historical over national consciousness, restoration
of  a  historical  state).  For  this  reason  this  conception  of  R6meris  should  be
considered as an unsuccessful attempt to combine traditionalism (in  a sense of
Jagiellonian union) with post-romanticism (in a sense of a modern multinational
state).

MYKOIAS R6MERIS AIND LITHUAINIA,
OR ONCE AGAIN ON THE PROBLEM

0F THE CIVIC LEGACY OF LITHUAINIA

eesbvas Laurinavi5ius

The present article is prompted by a certain ambiguity in treating and inter-
preting the problem of Lithuanian citizenship. At present, a tendency can be no-
ted to treat contemporary civic duties as those of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
on the basis  of an  a  priori thesis  considering modern  Lithuania  as  heir  to  the
GDL. It seems impossible, however, from the historical point of view, to ignore
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studies was based, were not acceptable for the supporters of the strong presiden-
tial rule, were contrary to authoritarian ideas. On the initiative of Izidorius Ta-
mo§aitis, the ideologue of Nationalists, and others in May 1933 the Institute of
Social  and Political  Studies was  founded,  and  R6meris's  idea  of the  school  of
political studies in Kaunas was overshadowed.

THE CONTRIBUTION 0F MYKOIAS R6MERIS T0 THE
SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM OF KIAIPEDA AT THE

IIAGUE TRIBUNAL

IIimarttas Mikny s

On the llth of August 1932 the Hague Tribunal recognised the right of the
governor (the representative of the Lithuanian government in the province)  of
RIaipeda  to  recall  the  chairman  of  the  directory  in  the  extreme  case  if  his
activities violated Lithuania's sovereignty and integrity, if he did not execute the
clauses of the Lithuanian Constitution for the autonomous province of Klaipeda,
and the regulations of the RIaipeda Convention and Statute. That was a victory
of Lithuania against the annexionist designs of the local Germans and Germany.

The public opinion of Lithuania related this victory not only with the lawful-
ess of the matter, but also with excellent representation of Lithuania's interests
at the tribunal.  Besides the official representative of Lithuania, Vaclovas Sidzi-
kauskas, Professor Mykolas R6meris was present at the court as a national judge
ad hoe. His position at the court was different from that of the official represen-
ative and was considered by him liberal-personal rather than civic-patriotic.

An  analysis  of   R6meris's  scientific  and  political  articles  and  his  personal
diary shows that the explanation of his attitude on the basis of his  personal  in-
terests  is  inadmissible.  His  ideological  and  political  views,  his  views  of  the
problems of the statehood of Lithuania at the time were, no doubt, influenced by
his attitude. As a national judge at The Hague, R6meris emphasised the necessi-
ty to preserve the autonomy of the RIaipeda  province,  and he was  against the
restriction of the competence of the autonomous government. He, being a parti-
san of democracy,  of civil rather than national  society,  being  against  the  colo-
nizational annexation of the province by Lithuania, being for preservation  and
development of the individuality of the province, tried to preserve these struc-
tures for the perspectives of democratic rule in Lithuania. Under the conditions
of authoritarian rule, he believed, these structures could serve as a real basis for
such perspectives and emphasised this in his comments of the pronouncement of
the tribunal. At the Hague Tribunal in July-August 1932, R6meris, being a judge
ad  hoc  for  Lithuania,  was  interested  not  only  in  getting  the  sanctions  of  the
international court in favour of Lithuania to administrate the RIaipeda province
but  also  in  creating  the  premises  for  solving  the  internal  problems  of  the
statehood of Lithuania.
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vians  and  Estonians would  find  themselves  in  the  state  of national  minorities.
After the final defeat of Germany in World War I this idea failed. The national
minority of Balto-Germans  in  Ijatvia  supported  by  Germany  did  not  become,
however,  a factor  in national consolidation. After the  Soviet-German  treaty of
August 23, 1939, repatriation of Balto-Germans began.

National consolidation failed in all the countries. Chances for it were better
in Lithuania than in Latvia. That can be explained by the differences in the social
structure of Lithuania and Latvia and in the historic traditions.

FEATURES OF THE POLITICAL IDEAS
0F TADAS VAUBLEVSKIS

Darius Staliinas

The organisational ties  and  orientation  of the  ideological  political  trend  of
the   fuzz/.owcow are difficult to determine, although its main body (Mykolas R6-
meris,  Liudvikas  Abramovi6ius,  Tadas  Vrublevskis)  and  their  political  actions
are well known. They aimed at the restoration of the GDL as a kind of multi-
national,   multicultural   (Poles,   Lithuanians,   Belorussians,   each   ethnocultural
community having equal political rights) state. The evolution of political ideas of
Vrublevskis  (1858-1925)  who  occupies  a  special  place  among  the  fr¢/.oway  is
discussed in the article.

Vrublevskis  grew  up  in  a  family which  had  old  democratic  traditions  and
which did not escape the post-uprisal repressions. He developed, mostly thanks
to  his mother,  tolerance based  on  morality,  and  high  principles  of duty  to  the
society to which he belonged. These principles were   important in the choice of
his profession - the law.

For elucidation of the evolution of Vrublevskis's political ideas the question
whose (i.e. of which part of society) interests he considered important is of great
interest. Up to  1890 the social factor and consideration for lower social classes
are  distinct  in  his  views.  The  most  important  for  the  evolution  of his  political
views is the period of 1890-1905. This year is considered to be the  date  of the
birth of the concept of the frzlj. At that period Vrublevskis focuses his attention
on  the  problems  of  nationalities.  In  this  concept  -  the  concept  of  peaceful
coexistence of three ethnocultural communities of the GDL - Vrublevskis's view
of Poles of the  GDL was  different  from that  of others.  He  considered  all  the
Poles  to  be  a  single  ethnocultural  community.  The  Poles  of  the  GDL  were
considered by other influential supporter of the frzl/.owcy Abramovi6ius a sepa-
rate ethnocultural community different from the Poles of Poland.

In the  notion of nationality Vrublevskis  emphasised  the  subjective  factor  -
the national consciousness,  although he did not ignore  another - objective,  i.e.
historic, geographical, cultural - factors which were emphasised by other suppor-
ters of the frajowey. This view of Vrublevskis was opposed to the views of the na-
tionalists emphasising objective but different factors.
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process  and his own role  in  it  and his  activities,  in  particular,  related with  the
publication of the daily G4zcf¢  W7/crisha and the conception and preparation of
the monogla.ph Litwa. Studyum o odrodzeniu narodu litewskiego. (Lwtw,190&).

The biographical material is presented in a broad context of social and po-
litical life at the end of the 19th -the beginning of the 20th centuries. There is al-
so a welth of material of cognitive value - such as information on the activities of
the Lithuanian societies Zelmuo (The Shoot) and Lituania and their members in
Paris at that time, a broad scene of social life in multinational Vilnius, portraits
of Lithuanian, Polish, Bielorussian and Jewish public workers and politicians.

THREE DOCUMENTS FROM
THE PERSONAL FILE OF MYKOIAS ROMERIS

Prepared by Mindaugas Maksimaitis

The three documents signed by Mykolas R6meris (An autobiography,  a list
of trips  abroad  of  Prof.  Mykolas  R6meris  and  a  list  of  publications  of  Prof.
Mykolas R6meris) presented here are taken from the personal file of the Head
of the  State  I.aw  Department  of the  I,aw  Faculty  of Vilnius  University  Prof.
Mykolas  R6meris  kept  at  the  State  Archives  of Lithuania  in  the  stock  of the
Commissariat of Education of the Lithuanian SSR [R-762] among the personal
files of educators of the republic [inventory No 2, unit No 494].

The documents which supplement each other contain valuable material  on li-
fe and activities of R6meris, a noble personality who had done great services to
his country; the documents cover almost all his life up to the autumn of 1940.

The autobiography presented here is the last and most complete among the
known autobiographies of R6meris.

R6meris groups his trips abroad into travels and studies, political emigration,
tourist travels, life abroad because of war, trips to improve his health, trips for
research and state duties.

In the list of publications R6meris lists 25 separate publications and refers to
the main Polish, Lithuanian, Rumanian and French periodicals in which his ar-
ticles were published.

Mykohas Rbmeris

THE poLlsH-LITHUANIAN fmGUMENT

Prepared by Egidtius Motieka

This  article  of Mykolas  R6meris was published  in  1909  in  the  Polish  press
and afterwards in the Lithuanian press. It immediately caused an uproar both in
Poland and Lithuania. In the article  R6meris presents a brief history of the rela-
tions between Lithuania and Poland from the end of the 14th until the middle of
the 19th century. Then the problem is transferred from the history of Lithuanian-
Polish  coexistence to  the  Polish-Lithuanian  conflict which began  at  the  end  of
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