THE SZCZEBRA 14 SITE. A KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THE
PALAEOLITHIC IN THE NORTH-EASTERN PART
OF EUROPE OR ANOTHER MYSTERY?

JERZY SIEMASZKO

The experts on Stone Age from north-eastern Poland,
Baltic States, Belorussia and western Russia have been
conscious of the presence of Ahrensburgian elements in
this part of Europe. (Kempisty and Sulgostowska 1991;
Rimantiené 1971; 1996, Siemaszko 1997; 1999 a; 1999
by Szymczak 1995; Zagorska 1996; Zhilin 1996;
Zaliznyak 1989). Nevertheless, some of them were too
inhibited to express their opinion aloud. Apart from rare
exceptions, the inventories with Ahrensburgian elements
either contained individual items or were culturally
mixed. Thus, the existence of Ahrensburgian culture in
this region could be neither refused nor proved. Only a
more representative homogenous unit would dispel
numerous doubts of scholars. The author is convinced
that such an inventory was discovered on the site
Szczebra 14 in the north- eastern Poland.

THE OUTLINE OF RESEARCH

The site Szczebra 14 was discovered by Jerzy
Brzozowski and the author of this article within the
Polish Archaeological Record (PAR) research project
(Brzozowski and Siemaszko 1997). The field survey
of the section 21-85 was conducted in April 1997. The
inventory collected from the surface of the ground
turned out to be very interesting. Among the 22 flint
artifacts, we recognised a double platform core and a
tanged point with a truncation in the tip part that was
formed with a semi-abrupt retouch. The dorsal side
of the tang bears the traces of flat retouch. The worth
of the site increases, as its scope has no more than
200 square metres. It seems to be the most represen-
tative settlement dated back to the Late Palaeolithic
in north-eastern Poland. The continuation of the PAR
research project conducted on the section 21-85 was
the field survey of the section 21-84 carried out in
spring 1998. Altogether, we investigated the area of

70 km? and identified 42 archaeological sites from the
Late Palacolithic (Brzozowski and Siemaszko 1997
1998a). Some of them are very extensive and rich in
artifacts (Fig. 1).

During fieldwalking we decided that rescue exca-
vations of the site were indispensable, as a very deep
industrial mine of aggregate is situated in the vicinity.
We put in an application for the permission to conduct
the rescue excavations. In 1999 we managed to receive
finances from the Heritage Preservation Service in
Biatlystok, which allowed us to explore the site. The
investigation was held in September and October ‘99
by Suwatki Province Museum. The head of the exca-
vation was the author of this article.

LOCATION AND PHYSIOGRAPHY OF THE SITE

According to J. Kondracki (1978) the site Szczebra
14 is situated on the area of the Lithuanian Lake Dist-
rict, in the mesoregion of the Augustéw Plane (842.74).
The terrain has an outwash cover and is slightly undu-
lating. The maximal differences of relative height do
not exceed 15 meters. The cover of outwash sands is
very thin and intensely eroded. The tops of moraine
elevations protrude over the surface. They were crea-
ted during the Leszno phase of the Vistulian glaciation.
Brownearth with the substrata of sands, gravels, clay
and large amounts of stones is peculiar to moraine
arcas. The location of this Late Palaeolithic settlement
in the region of Szczebra is not accidental (Fig. 1).
First of all, the hydrography of the area is very diverse.
Two small rivers, called Blizna and Szczeberka, have
their estuaries in the vicinity. These are the two left
tributaries of the Rospuda river that flows circa 2
kilometres south-west of Szczebra. A low and folded
moraine ridge spreads in the north direction. South
of the site, there is a flat outwash territory. A valley of
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Fig. 1. Fragment of the Late Palaeolithic complex of sites in Szczebra. 1: peat bogs; 2: terraces of the former lake; moraine
elevations covered by the outwash; 4: sites with Late Palaeolithic artifacts; 5: the site Szczebra 14. Drawn by R. Maskowicz

after J. Siemaszko.

basal moraine lake is located on the north-east. In the
past, this valley with a peatland extended on the area of
3 kilometres. On the western side, there is a vast and
marshy valley where the Rospuda river runs at present.
Originally this used to be a shallow north arm of the
Rospuda Lake which does not exist contemporarily.

This area includes a large concentration of the sites
dated back to the Late Pleistocene and Early Holocene.
The reason for this phenomenon is not only the beneficial
physiography and hydrography of the territory. The point
is that the majority of flint artifacts indicates the presence
of workshops situated nearby mines. Thus, the bassets
of north-eastern cretaceous flint must have been located
nearby. This attracted here generations of hunters-
fishers- gatherers. Unfortunately, we have not managed
to discover this place so far.

SITE EXCAVATION

Rescue excavations were conducted in the end of
September and in October ’99. From the very begin-
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ning it was obvious that we are dealing with a site
located on the sands. Thus, from the methodological
point of view, the most reasonable solution was to
collect as much flint artifacts as possible and to identify
the remains of the horizontal and vertical structure.
The artifacts were collected from the 1m?sections, of
course within the range of natural layers. The whole
output was sieved on strainers. Having explored of
the plough soil, we recognised horizontal structures
and proceeded to their exploration as long as the
artifacts occurred. Then, bed-rock was sieved 20 cm
below the last find. Having encountered a structure
of any type, we explored it completely, irrespective of
the presence or absence of archaeological material.

The works were conducted as long as the con-
centrations of material were completely explored
(Fig. 2: 2). Additionally, sondage sections were opened
on each side of the trench. As no concentration of
artifacts was identified, the investigation was finished.

During the site excavation we investigated the area
of 64 m? discovering 798 flint artifacts (table 1).



Table 1. The site Szczebra 14. Typological list of flint artifacts collected during fieldwalking investigation PAR and
rescue excavation.

Typological category

PAR

Plough soil

Under plough soil

Entire
number

Ahrensburgian tanged point

2

5

Swiderian tanged point

o

3

Dihedral burin with a tang (tanged
point?)

1

Remnants of tanged point production

Microburin

Dihedral burin

Burin on the broken blade

Truncated blade + burin on the broken
blade

=N

= B || U

Slender end-scraper + dihedral burin

Burin spall

Chunky end-scraper

Truncated blade

W=

Retouched blade

Microretouched blade

Retouched flake

Flake with secondary retouch

Fragment of an implement

Core

Fragment of a core

Core preform

Crested blade

Subcrested blade

Blade rejuvenating the striking surface

W= ] =D

Q[ [ [~ =t |00 | R [ | G | bt | €0 | bt [ € | b | ND | bt

Blade rejuvenating the striking surface -
double platform cores

Core tablet

7

Platform rejuvenation flake

4

Blade with the traces of double platform
technique

17

19

Blade without the traces of double plat-
form technique

36

112

154

Flake/blade

3

37

43

Flake

35

107

142

Debris

41

67

110

Microblades, microflakes and splinters

117

144

265

Entire number

19

259

539

817

HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL STRUCTURES

WITHIN THE SITE

The distribution of the layers within the site

The stratigraphy of the site was not very complex.
Sandy plough soil constituted the first 20-25 cm of
the soil profile. The uppermost level (humus-accumu-
lative) of the primordial brownearth, was completely

destroyed by ploughing on major part of the site. The
small remains of this level could only be found in scarce
hollows. Most often the plough soil was followed
directly by illuvial level with the high content of iron.
The bed-rock consists of Pleistocene yellow/grey sand
having different size of granules and containing small
pebbles. Besides, the sand was sorted out and often
stratified.
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Fig. 2. The site Szczebra 14. Intra-site observations of flint artifacts. 1: Finds from the plough soil: N, S — concentrations.
2: concentrations (No. 1-3) of flint artifacts below plough soil; dashed line indicates the horizontal structure No. 3.

Computer processed by J. Siemaszko.

Apart from the horizontal structures described
bellow, from the archaeological point of view, humus
was followed directly by virgin soil. The uppermost
level of the soil was completely destroyed. As its
consequence, cultural level was also devastated. Ne-
vertheless, flint artifacts occurred in numerous places
in illuvial layer (under the plough soil) which was void
of any anthropogenetic traces. In some cases, even
the virgin soil contained certain finds. In general,
archaeological material could be found at the depth
of 30—40 cm, but sometimes we had to explore as deep
as 70 cm from the contemporary ground level. It is
very important to notice that the concentrations of
archaeological material had a round shape and their
diameters rarely reached 1 m. According to the author,
the presence of artifacts within the virgin soil can be
rationally explained only in one way. The roots of large
trees penetrating the ground must have caused the
displacement of artifacts and later their secondary
deposition. This area had been covered by the thick
primeval forest from the Boreal period until at least
16th century. Over the thousand of years, under the
pressure of the trunks weighing several tons as well as
the result of the biological penetration of the roots,
numerous artifacts were pushed deeply into the
ground. Other fell into the ditches created by decayed
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roots. Contemporary processes of this type were
observed by J. Brzozowski and J. Siemaszko (1998 b)
during the study of the Mesolithic settlement in
Mituki.

Horizontal structures

Site excavation allowed us to identify 4 four
horizontal structures. They were explored as objects
No. 1-4. The first one was interpreted as a trace of a
tree’s pile root. The object No. 2, of anthropogenic
nature, was dated back to Modern Age. The object
No. 4 is considered to be a natural hollow, filled with
humus-accumulative level of brownearth.

The most interesting horizontal structure regis-
tered in Szczebra was the object no. 3. Its layout was
irregular (approximately oval) and size 2,10x1,4 m. The
thickness of the object was circa 30 cm. The central
part of the bottom was flat. The edges of the hollow
smoothly raised upwards. The hollow was filled with
orange/grey sand consisting of small granules and with
the content of organic substances. Besides, a preci-
pitation of iron oxides reappears under the bottom of
the ditch. The central part of this object encloses a
very distinct and rich in material concentration of flint
artifacts (Fig. 2: 2). It has a size of circa 1 m% Around
250 flint artifacts were found in this structure. This
constitutes one third of archaeological material from



this site. Outside this object, the artifacts occurred in
scarce amount. There are grounds to speculate that
this object was dug out by man. At the beginning, we
suspected that this was the hollow after the wind fallen
tree. Nevertheless, in case of this type of hollows, the
outer walls should steeply subside downwards. Besides,
the majority of artifacts should be located on the
bottom of the ditch, in the vicinity of its edges, where
the soil surrounding the hollow after the wind fallen
tree subsided. The author encountered such an object
in Puchéwka (Siemaszko 1987) and decided that the
object No. 3 in Szczebra had different nature. The
majority of finds was accommodated in the ceiling part.
Thus, we cannot exclude the possibility that this hollow
was if dug intentionally, but in course of time, it
became partially filled with the cultural layer (thus,
the content of organic substances). The function of
this object is not clear. Let us take a closer look at
intra-site analysis of this part of the site (Fig. 2: 2). It
is easy to observe, that the hollow constitutes a comp-
lex with a less rich in material, but more expanded
accommodation of artifacts that is in the vicinity with
the object no. 3 on the south. The two concentrations
together have the length of over 4 m and the breadth
of over 2 m. Maybe these are the remains of a dwelling
structure (?), the part of which was immersed in the
ground.

The concentrations of flint artifacts

Irrespective of the distribution of layers and the
structures identified on this site, intra-site analysis
yields some interesting data. Figure No. 2: 2 reveals
that there were three concentrations of artifacts within
the trench. In order to simplify the analysis, they were
numbered as objects No. 1-3. As the works proceeded
we noticed that only the concentration No. 3 is within
the range of the object No. 3. In two other cases, no
traces of hollows were recognised. The artifacts were
found in the virgin soil which was their secondary loca-
tion (see the remarks on stratigraphy). Nevertheless,
the intra-site analysis of the artifacts in the plough
soil (Fig. 2: 1) reveals that the degree of dislocation is
negligible in reference to their original distribution.
Regardless of dislocations and violations that are the
result of ploughing, the distribution of artifacts in
plough soil reflects the location of flint concentrations
in strata under the humus. A dismembered zone occurs
in the south-western part of the trench, over the con-
centrations no. 2 and 3, which are connected with each
other. The second zone is over the concentration no.
1, in the distance of circa 2 m from concentration no.
2 and 3. The smallest amount of the artifacts was
registered here. Thus, if plough soil, in which we can

find the original cultural level of the settlement, still
reveals the zones of flint congestion occurring over
the accommodations identified under the humus, with
certain caution we can assume that the accom-
modations reflect the original arrangement of the
settlement.

HOMOGENEITY OF THE DISCOVERY
IN SZCZEBRA

Prior to detailed analysis of the inventory, it is
necessary to decide whether flit material is homo-
geneous. The location, shape and size of the settle-
ment, as well as the number of artifacts collected from
the site confirm this speculation. As it was mentioned
before, the topographic situation of the site is atypical
for this type of settlement. Within the accommodation
of the Palaeolithic sites in Szczebra, the majority of
objects has lower location: on the lake or river terraces
or often on the verge of the peatland (Fig. 1). They
cover large area, which is the evidence of permanent
returns to this territory over the thousands of years.
The popularity of the region was due to flint bassets
located in the vicinity of (a mine?). Three other sites
are situated high above the verge of the valley. Site
Szczebra 14, located 150 m from the place where the
slope collapsed, belongs to this group. This situation
of the camp was not very typical and favourable, which
lowers the probability of overlapping subsequent
phases of the settlement. Size is another factor confir-
ming the homogeneity. The range of the site, even if
measured on the basis of ploughing soil, where the
material is spread on a larger area, hardly exceeds 2
acres (10x20 m). The basic part of the camp has the
size of 10x4 m. Such small dimensions are peculiar to
the Palaeolithic camps: Pincevent: 10x6 m, Deimern
10x10 m, Toskirr 15x9 m (it includes two campsites),
Witéw 19x8 m, Catowanie 9x7 m (Koztowski and
Koztowski 1975; 1977).

Another argument proving the homogenous cha-
racter of the site is the small amount of artifacts. 798
items made of flint were found during excavations,
whereas field survey provided 19 artifacts (table 1).
Adding hypothetical 10% of the inventory remained
in the plough soil the entire inventory comprises circa
900 items. Exactly the same number was recorded in
Mituki, where a seasonal Early Mesolithic settlement
affiliated with Kunda culture was discovered
(Brzozowski and Siemaszko 1998 b). With a high pro-
bability, it can be assumed that site Szczebra 14 func-
tioned as a place of a sojourn and its character is homo-
genous.
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Without any doubts, the hollow in the object no.
3, occupying circa 2 m? of the site, with the concent-
ration of the flint in the centre, is void of any additions.
Our study of the inventory will be referred to this
object. The evidence is also grounded on the typolo-
gical homogeneity of the inventory.

FLINT ARTIFACTS

798 flint artifacts were discovered during site
excavation. The complete typological list is compiled
in table 1 and figures 3-6 present the implements,
remnants of their production, cores and the elements
of preparation. In order to enable the reader to verify
the author’s opinion on the homogenous character of
the flint inventory, the artifacts on the pictures are
grouped according to the concentrations in which they
were found. It is not difficult to notice that almost all
the elements of the inventory reappear in every
concentration. According to the author this is the most
cogent argument proving the culturally and chrono-
logically unified character of the inventory from
Szczebra.

North-eastern cretaceous flint was the exclusive
material used in the production of tools. On the basis
of the cortex, that is well preserved, it can be specu-
lated that at least a certain amount of the flint raw
material came directly from the deposits.

Typological analysis of the finds (see also table No. 1)

1. Ahrensburgian tanged points (Fig. 3: 1-5). The
inventory contains 5 items of his type. Their forms
are evidently miniaturised (2,0-4,6 cm), which does
not undermine the typological classification. Such
miniaturised forms (1,6-4,1 cm) of tanged points are
known from classic Ahrensburgian sites, like Deimern,
Ketzendorf IV (Taute 1968: taf. 1, 39) or Alt Duvens-
tedt LA 121 (Clausen 1996: 106) and constitute the
majority there! Tangs of the points from Szczebra were
shaped with semi-abrupt or abrupt retouch. They were
formed through retouching of two notches, usually in
the bulb part of the blade, and then the fracture in
the narrowest place. If the blow came from the side,
the tang has deep negatives of microburin blow. In
some cases these negatives resemble “Swiderian”
retouch of dorsal side of the tang (Fig. 3: 4), however,
they are considerably deeper and definitely do not
have anything in common with flat retouch. Unfor-
tunately, both for Polish and eastern European scho-
lars, the incidence of any negatives on the dorsal side
of the tang was a sufficient argument to classify such
points as Swiderian. Besides, if figures in publications

256

are not precise enough it is difficult to discern forms
made with the use of microburin blow technique. Two
Ahrensburgian tanged points from Szczebra have
classic retouched truncations in the tip part. In three
cases the tips are broken, which makes it impossible
to define whether they were retouched.

2. Swiderian tanged points (Fig. 3: 6-8). Including
the tanged point found during the field survey, the
settlement from Szczebra provided three examples of
implements with distinct flat retouch on the dorsal
side. No leaf-shaped points were identified; all of the
tools are strongly miniaturised (2.1-4.6 cm). It is
important to notice that apart from flat retouch on
the dorsal side of the tang, other traits of these points
are typically “Ahrensburgian”: semi-abrupt or abrupt
retouch of the tang which is made by means of fracture
or microburin blow, and inclined or slightly arched
truncation in the tip part. In fact, this is a transitional
form between the Ahrensburgian and Swiderian
tanged points.

3. Dihedral burin with a tang (tanged point?) —
(Fig. 3: 9). This interesting tool has analogies in
archaeological material from the site Burdyniszki 4
(Szymczak 1995: 37). The implement from Szczebra
has a distinct tang shaped by means of transversal
fracture. However, in the place of the point we find a
multiple dihedral burin. It is difficult to comment on
the function of this tool without traseological analysis.

4. Remnants of the tanged point production (Fig. 3:
10-14). The debris of this type can illustrate the pro-
cess of Ahrensburgian tanged points production.
Again, these forms are analogous to Early Ahrens-
burgian inventory from z Alt Duvenstedt LA 121
(Clausen 1996: 106). Almost in every case they stem
from the bulb part of the blade. They often bear the
traces of transversal fracture. Sometimes, the process
did not succeed. In this case we find a destroyed point
with distinct notches (Fig. 3: 11). The point must have
cracked in an inappropriate place during the breaking
of a tang. Debris after the production of the tang is
often asymmetrical. The same asymmetry can be
noticed on the tangs of the points. At least in one of
the cases we can recognise a microburin blow (Fig. 3:
14). The use of this technique is the reason why this
debris looks similar to “classic” microburins. The main
difference is that the latter forms have only one notch,
and the remnants of tang production possess two
opposite notches. The method of Ahrensburgian
points production was described exhaustively by W.
Taute (1968: 177-178).

5. Microburins (Fig. 3: 15-19). We can distinguish
proximal and distal forms. It is generally accepted that
the microburin blow technique was used in the
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Fig. 3. The site Szczebra 14. Flint artifacts: 1-5: Ahrensburgian tanged points; 6-8: Swiderian tanged points; 9: dihedral
burin with a tang; 10-14: remnants of tanged point production; 15-19: microburins; 20-22: microliths; 23: fragment of a
microretouched subcrested blade. Localisation of finds: surface: 6; plough soil (N): 1-2, 9-10, 23; plough soil (S): 15;
concentration No. 1: 16-18, 20-21; concentration No. 2: 3-4, 7, 11-14; concentration No. 3: 5, 8, 19, 22. Drawn by
R. Maskowicz.
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Fig. 4. The site Szczebra 14. Flint artifacts: 1: end-scraper; 2-3: combined tools; 4-7: burins; 8-17: burin spalls. Localisation
of finds: surface: 2; plough soil (N): 6-8, 12-14; plough soil (S): 5; concentration No. 1: 1; concentration No. 2: 9-11, 15—
16; concentration No. 3: 3-4, 17. Drawn by R. Maskowicz.
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Fig. 5. The site Szczebra 14. Flint artifacts: 1: retouched blade; 2—4: flakes with secondary retouch; 6-5: double platform
cores. Localisation of finds: surface: 5; plough soil (N): 2-4; plough soil (S): 1; concentration No. 2: 6. Drawn by R.
Maskowicz.
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Fig. 6. The site Szczebra 14. Flint artifacts: 1: core preform; 2: pyramidal core; 3: fragment of the semi-pyramidal core; 4—
5: double platform core tablets. Localisation of finds: concentration No. 1: 1-3; concentration No. 3: 4-5. Drawn by R.
Maskowicz.
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production of microliths. In fact this technique could
be applied in the production of points, both in order
to make tangs and truncated tips. Microburins are
characteristic for Ahrensburgian inventories (Taute
1968; Koztowski and Koztowski 1977; Clausen 1996).

6. Microliths. Three microliths were identified in
the inventory. One of them, unfortunately broken, is
closely related to Zonhoven points (Fig. 3: 20), as
truncation is placed in the bulb part. Another trun-
cated blade, this time in the complete form (Fig. 3:
22), has a strongly inclined truncation. The base of
this microlith was shaped with the use of microburin
blow technique. The third implement is destroyed to
such extent that it is difficult to decide whether it was
a truncated blade or triangle (Fig. 3: 21). These forms
of microliths are parallel to the ones from Germany
(Taute 1968).

7. Combined tools. One of these implements
(Fig. 4: 3) is a burin on the distal part of the broken
blade. In the proximal part, on the dorsal side, there
is a retouched truncation. The second implement (Fig.
4: 2) is a multiple dihedral burin in the bulb part. It is
combined with a slender end-scraper in the tip part of
the blade. Especially the latter form (end-scraper +
burin) is peculiar to the Palaeolithic.

8. Burins and burin spalls (Fig. 4: 4-17). In this
inventory burin on the broken blade dominate over
dihedral burins. There is a lack of truncated burins.
The majority of burin spalls comes from burins on the
broken blade. This is a distinct element in comparison
to Ahrensburgian inventories, in which truncated
burins prevail over dihedral burins. However, in Dei-
mern (Taute 1968) burins on the broken blade were
common. The case was similar on the sites of Wojnowo
type: Wojnowo ,,a” and Pomorsko 1 (Kobusiewicz,
Nowaczyk and Okuniewska-Nowaczyk 1987). This
form of the burin seems to be prevalent on the east.

9. End-scrapers. Two implements belonging to this
category were found. They differ completely in form.
A slender end-scraper on the blade combined with a
burin has already been described above (Fig. 4: 2).
The second one is a chunky implement shaped on the
flake (Fig. 4: 1).

10. Cores. Two types of cores occurred in Szczebra:
pyramidal (Fig. 6: 2-3) and double platform with single
striking surface (Fig. 5: 5-6; Fig. 6: 1). Double platform
core is a universal form in this area. They were present
in inventories of Lyngby, Ahrensburgian and of course
Swiderian culture. Besides they also turned up in the
Early Holocene. Until recently, it has been believed
that in the Ahrensburgian circle, the preparation of
the dorsal side of the core was not very common and
that the striking surface was more flat. The core found

during PAR investigation of the site fulfils these
criteria (Fig. 5: 5). The one discovered during site
excavation, with the destroyed reverse side is also
similar (Fig. 5: 6). Another fully prepared, but yet not
exploited core preform has “Swiderian” traits (Fig. 6:
1). Nevertheless, the core from Alt Duvenstedt LA
121 dated back to the Allergd period (Clausen 1996:
106) resembles a classic Swiderian form. Thus, scholars
in north-eastern Europe should be cautious with
cultural classification of double platform cores. It
should be applied only in the context of a complete
inventory. The case with the semi-pyramidal and pyra-
midal cores is different. The find from Szczebra (Fig.
6: 2) has parallels in numerous Ahrensburgian inven-
tories. However, similar but more massive forms occur
in Lyngby culture (Taute 1968; Koztowski and Koz-
towski 1975).

11. The elements of the core preparation. In this
inventory, cores are scarce and strongly exploited.
However, numerous elements of their preparation
were found: core tablets (Fig. 6: 4-5), platform rejuve-
nation flakes, crested blades and subcrested blades.
On this basis it can be claimed that both forms of cores:
double platform and with one striking platform were
of equal importance in the production of flint imp-
lements.

CHRONOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
AFFILIATION OF THE SETTLEMENT IN
SZCZEBRA AND ITS FUNCTIONAL ASPECTS

The data presented in this article indicates that
we are dealing with a homogeneous group of flint
artifacts. The forms of tools, cores and the elements
of their processing indicate the affiliation of this inven-
tory with Ahrensburgian culture. Here are the bases
for such a classification of the settlement in Szczebra:

1. The presence of Ahrensburgian tanged points.
Their form and size is equal to the classic examples of
this culture: the presence of truncation and unre-
touched tips, the lack of flat retouch on the dorsal
side of the tang. In the majority of cases the tang bears
the traces of fracture. The application of microburin
blow in the production of the tang is relatively rare.

2. The use of a very characteristic technique to
shape the tangs of the points. First, two notches on
the opposite sides were retouched. Then, the unne-
cessary bulb part was fractured. In some cases, micro-
burin blow technique was applied in order to remove
this element.

3. The use of the microburin blow technique in
the production of tanged points. This could be applied
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both in the production of a tang and in the shaping of
truncation at the tip of the point. It is very probable
that this technique was used in the production of
microliths.

4. The presence of microliths. In this case these
are microlithic truncated blades. Such forms are analo-
gous to the ones from almost all Ahrensburgian sites.
At least one of them is closely related to Zonhoven
points.

5. Double platform cores (with a characteristic
plain striking surface) as well as pyramidal or semi-
pyramidal cores were used in the production of blanks.
This trait is very peculiar to Ahrensburgian culture.

However, it must be stressed that these artifacts
differ in some respects from the classic Ahrensburgian
material. Here are the basic differences:

1. The inventory contains tanged points with flat
retouch of the dorsal part, which makes them similar
to the Swiderian ones. Nevertheless, the form of the
point with a distinct tang and a truncation in the tip
part is closely related to Ahrensburgian culture. Thus,
we are dealing here with hybrid forms. This is not a
solitary exception. Such hybrids were discovered by
M. Kobusiewicz in the central basin of the Oder river,
e.g. sites Pomorsko 1 or Wojnowo ,,a” (Kobusiewicz
and all. 1987). Nevertheless, inventories from the Oder
basin have considerably more Swiderian elements than
the inventory from Szczebra.

2. The typological group of burins is explicitly
different in comparison to the classic Ahrensburgian
inventory. In Germany, both truncated and dihedral
burins are principal forms, whereas here, burins on
broken blade dominate over dihedral burins. Thus,
we are dealing with a local differentiation.

Nevertheless, the similarities to the Ahrens-
burgian inventory definitely dominate over the diffe-
rences. Thus, such cultural classification of the site
Szczebra 14 is correct. Nevertheless, one must bear in
mind, that the site is situated far from the place that
has been considered to be the range of Ahrensburgian
culture (Koztowski ed. 1981). The term used by
M.M. Zhilin (1996) “eastern Ahrensburgian” seems
to be very accurate. In this situation, the author
suggests naming the Ahrensburgian groups from
north-eastern Europe eastern Ahrensburgian culture
in order to distinguish the materials from northern
and western part of our continent.

Another issue to reflect on is the chronology of
the material from Szczebra. There is no possibility of
absolute dating of the site. Thus, it is nccessary to
draw a parallel with other sites belonging to this circle.
The oldest groups could have existed already in
Allergd (Clausen 1996). Nevertheless, we assume that
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Ahrensburgian culture existed in the Younger Dryas.
Per analogiam the artifacts from Szczebra should be
dated to the same period. We cannot exclude the
possibility that eastern Ahrensburgian culture existed
also in the Early Holocene. Though, we must bear in
mind that Postswiderian culture occurred in this re-
gion. Then, very early in the second half of the Pre-
boreal period, Kunda culture appeared here (the da-
ting of the campsite in Mituki is hardly younger than
Pulli in Estonia — Brzozowski and Siemaszko 1998 b).
The most reasonable solution is to date the site Szczeb-
ra 14 to Dryas III.

The last problem to solve is the function of the
object discovered in Szczebra 14. The inventory
contains all the basic forms of implements, remains
of different stages of blanks’ obtaining as well as
debris. Thus, the site seems to be a typical settlement.
The scarce number of finds indicates that the place
could not have been inhabited for a long period of
time. Location of the camp almost at the top of the
elevation meant excellent view, especially in the south-
western direction, where the Rospuda valley stretches
(Fig. 1). This was a very beneficial location as far as
tracking the reindeer migration was concerned. The
route of the reindeer extended from the north direc-
tion where the Biebrza proglacial valley is situated
(Siemaszko 1997; 1999 b). The game encountered on
its way an extremely deep and broad valley of the Ros-
puda river. In order to overcome this obstacle, the
animals had to head in the direction of the settlement,
where they could be easily perceived. From the
hunter’s point of view, such location of the place was
excellent.

THE ROLE OF THE SITE SZCZEBRY 14 IN THE
INVESTIGATIONS OF THE LATE
PALAEOLITHIC OF THE NORTH

EASTERN EUROPE

The question posed in the title of the article,
though very revolutionary, is fully justified. The evi-
dence provided by the site in Szczebra is supported
by the literature mentioned at the beginning of the
article. On these bases we have to accept the existence
of the eastern group of Ahrensburgian culture. This
assumption will have serious consequences in the study
of the Late Pleistocene settlement in this part of
Europe. The cultural classification of numerous sites
should be modified. This concerns mainly north-
eastern Poland, where not knowing how to deal with
these artifacts, they were either interpreted as a
variant of Swiderian culture or considered to be the



effect of the evolution of the local Palaeolithic in the
Holocene conditions. The archaeological material
affiliated with the eastern Lyngby culture will have to
be studied again. In Eastern Europe, the successor of
Bromme culture is Ahrensburgian culture. In eastern
Europe, we also have artifacts having the traits of
Lyngby culture which is known here under various
names: e.g. “Baltic madlen” (Rimantiené 1971; 1996),
“Vilnius group”, “Lyngby culture sensu largo” (Koz-
towski and Koztowski 1977; Koztowski 1975; Sulgos-
towska 1989) or “Perstunian culture” (Szymczak 1987,
1995). In the eastern zone, Ahrensburgian culture was
the successor of Lyngby groups. The case was the same
on the west. It would be very naive to claim that this
was the result of the convergation conditioned by
environmental changes. Such similarity cannot be acci-
dental and it clearly indicates that there must have
been certain ties between eastern and western centres
of Lyngby culture and between eastern and western
groups of Ahrensburgian culture. This could not have
been a singular migration (without return) of Lyngby
societies on east. Over the several thousand of years
they must have been aware that their kinsmen lived
in the remote part of the world. Moreover, there must
have been occasional contacts between them. The
coast of the Baltic Sea was the natural route of their
migrations. There is also a theory of seasonal and long-
distance migrations of Ahrensburgian societies. The
investigations conducted so far indicate the existence
of such routes on the line south — north (Baales 1999).
According to other scholars the Ahrensburgian popu-

lations seasonally exploited the seaside area where
they could hunt the seals (Kindgren 1996). Under this
assumption, even the several-hundred-kilometre long
migrations along pre-Baltic Sea seem to be feasible.
The problem is that in those times the coast of the
sea spread 10-20 km (in some places even 70-100 km)
further north. (Koztowski and Koztowski 1975; Bjorck
1996). Nowadays, the sites dated back to this period
are submerged in the sea.
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SCEBROS 14-OJI GYVENVIETE. RAKTAS EUROPOS SIAURES RYTINES
DALIES PALEOLITUI PAZINTI AR DAR VIENA PASLAPTIS?

Jierzy Siemaszko

Santrauka

Séebros 14-0ji gyvenvieté yra Siaurés Ryty Lietu-
VoS ezeryno regione, Augustavo lygumos mezoregione,
Rospudos upés krante. 1999 metais Sioje gyvenvietéje
buvo istirtas 64 m? plotas. Titnago radiniai buvo aptin-
kami mazdaug 10x20 m gyvenvietés plote, jos centriné
dalis apémeé 4x10 m plota. Gyvenvieteje buvo aptikti
3 radiniy koncentracijos bei 2,10x1,4 m dydZio ir apie
30 cm storio objektas, galbiit sictinas su gyvenamuoju
biistu. 798 titnago radiniai buvo surinkti tyrimy metu.
Palyginti nedidelis kiekis radiniy, radiniy tipy panaSus
pasiskirstymas skirtingose koncentracijose, kompak-
tiSkas gyvenvietés dydis leisty spéti, kad Sios gyven-
vietés radiniy kompleksas yra homogeniskas. Titnago
radiniai: Arensburgo ir Svidry tipy jkotiniai antgaliai,
dvigalviai skaldytiniai, viduriniai réztukai, réztukai,
suformuoti nulauzty skelciy kampuose, mikroréztukai,
galiniai gremztukai, mikrolitai, o taip pat taikyti
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pirminio ir antrinio apdirbimo techniky metodai Sig
gyvenviete leidZia sieti su Ryty Arensburgo kultiira.
Pagal analogijas ir bendra Siaurés Ryty Lenkijos regio-
no kultiiring situacija S¢ebros 14-0ji gyvenvieté grei-
Ciausiai datuotina Vélyvojo Driaso laikotarpiu.

Si gyvenvieté jrodo, kad egzistuoja rytiné Arens-
bergo kultiiros grupé, kuri kaip ir vakarineé Sios kulta-
ros grupé matyt kilo i§ Liungbiy kultiiros. Panasumai
ir rySiai tarp rytiniy ir vakariniy Liungbiy ir Arens-
burgo kultiiry centry negali biiti paaiskinti tik Liungbiy
kultiros vienkartine migracija | Ryty Europg. Grei-
Clausiai tolimy sezoniniy migracijy metu tarp $iy
kultiiry centry buvo atsitiktiniai kontaktai. Mig-
racijy kelias grei¢iausiai buvo Baltijos pakrante,
deja tuo metu buvusi 10-100 km Siauriau. Todél Siuo
metu nagrinéjamo laikotarpio gyvenvietés yra jliros
dugne.



LENTELIU SARASAS

1 lentelé. Archeologinis paminklas S¢erba 14.
Titnaginiy jrankiy, surinkty per PAR lauko tyrimus bei
gelbejimo kasinéjimus, tipologinis sarasas.

ILIUSTRACIJU SARASAS

1 pav. Velyvojo paleolito komplekso fragmentas
Séerbos archeologiniuose paminkluose. 1 — durpingos
pelkés; 2 — buvusio ezero terasos; moreniné auk$tuma,
padengta nuoplovomis; 4: archeologiniai paminklai su
vélyvojo paleolito dirbiniais; 5: S¢erbos 14 archeologinis
paminklas. Piesé R. Maskovi¢ pagal J. SemaSko me-
dziaga.

2 pav. Archeologinis paminklas S¢erba 14. Vidinis
titnaginiy dirbiniy tyrimas. 1: Radiniai i$ iSartos dirvos:
N, S - koncentracijos. 2: titnaginiy dirbiniy koncentra-
cijos (Nr. 1-3) zemiau iSartos dirvos; briik§niuota linija
rodo horizontalig struktiirg Nr. 3. J. Semaskos kompiu-
terinis apdorojimas.

3 pav. Archeologinis paminklas Séerba 14. Titna-
giniai dirbiniai: 1-5: Ahrensburgo ietigaliai su kotu; 6—
8: svidry ietigaliai su kotais; 9: dvibriaunis réziklis su kotu;
10-14: jvairiy antgaliy su kotais liekanos; 15-19:
mikrorézikliai; 20-22: mikrolitai; 23: mikroretuSuotos
skeltés fragmentas. Radiniy lokalizacija: pavirSius: 6;
iSarta dirva (N): 1-2, 9-10, 23; iSarta dirva (S): 15;
koncentracija Nr. 1: 16-18, 20-21; koncentracija Nr. 2:

3-4,7, 11-14; koncentracija Nr. 3: 5, 8, 19, 22. R. Masko-
vi¢ piesiniai.

4 pav. Archeologinis paminklas S¢erba 14. Titna-
giniai dirbiniai: 1: gremztukas galutiniam apddirbimui;
2-3 — kombinuoti jrankiai; 4-7 — rézikliai; 8-17 — rézikliy
$ukeés. Radiniy lokalizacija: pavirsius: 2; iSarta dirva (N):
6-8, 12-14; isarta dirva (S): 5; koncentracija Nr. 1: 1;
koncentracija Nr. 2: 9-11, 15-16; koncentracija Nr. 3: 3—
4, 17. R. Maskovic pieiniai.

5 pav. Archeologinis paminklas Seerba 14. Titna-
giniai dirbiniai: 1: retuSuota skelté; 2—4: sluoksniai su
antriniu retuSavimu; 6-5: dviejy platformy skaldytinis.
Radiniy lokalizacija: pavirius: 5; iSarta dirva (N): 2-4;
iSarta dirva (S): 1; koncentracija Nr. 2: 6. R.Maskovi¢
piesiniai.

6 pav. Archeologinis paminklas S¢erba 14. Titna-
giniai dirbiniai. 1: skaldytinio ruo$inys; 2 — piramidinis
skaldytinis; 3 — pusiau piramidinio skaldytinio frag-
mentas; 4-5 — skaldytiniai su dviem plokStelémis. Radi-
niy lokalizacija: koncentracija Nr. 1: 1-3; koncentracija
Nr. 3: 4-5. R. Maskovi¢ piesiniai.

IIOCEJIEHUE IIEBPA 14. KTIOY K ITO3HAHHNIO TTAJTEOJINTA
CEBEPOBOCTOYHOMU YACTHU EBPOIIbI WIN EIIE OJHA
3ATAIIKA?

Exun Cemamko

Pesiome

TTocenenue IlleOpa 14 HaxopuTcst Ha Gepery peku
Pocriyna, B Me3operrioHe ABIyCTOBCKOI paBHUHBI, B
pernoHe JIUTOBCKUX 03ep B CEBEPOBOCTOYHOMN YacTu
IMomem. B 1999 r. Ha moceneHuu ObUIa UCCIIENOBaHA
mwiomans 64 M2 KpemMHeBble HaxOOKU ObUTU OOHA-
PYXEHBI Ha IUIOIIANU IIOCEJIeHMS Pa3MEpOM OKOJIO
10x20 M, a LeHTpaJibHasl 4acTb IOCEJICHUsI 3aHUMajla
wioank 4x10 M. Ha nocesieHuy GbUtM 0OHAPYXKEHHI 3
KOHIIEHTpPAIlMM HaXOJOK, a TakXKe OOBEKT pasMepoM
2,1x1,4 M u TomuuHo#i 0,3 M, MOXET OBITb, CBSI3aHHBIN
¢ XuwineM. 798 KpeMHEBBIX Hax04OK ObUIM COOpaHbI
BO BpeMs mcciienoBaHuil. CpaBHUTENBHO HEOOJNBLIOE

KOJTMYECTBO HAXOHOK, TIOYTH OJMHAKOBOE paCIIpele-
JIeHUE UX TUIIOB B DPA3NMYHBIX KOHIEHTpaLUAX,
HEOOMBIIION pa3Mep IMOCENEeHUsT Pa3pellalT CAenaTbh
BBIBOJl, YTO KOMIIJIEKC HAXOJOK 3TOTO ITOCEJIEHUs
roMoTeHHbI. KpeMHeBble HaXONKM: YEePELIKOBBLIE
HAKOHEYHUKU CBUIEPCKOrO M apeHCOYPrcKOro TUIIOB,
IBYXIUTOIIAIOYHBIE HYKJIEYChI, CPEIUHHbIE U 0hOpM-
JICHHBIE B YIJlaX CJIOMAaHHBIX IUIACTUH, MMKPOPE3LBL,
KOHIIEBBIE CKPEOKM, MUKDOJUTHI, & TAKXE METOMILIL
TEXHUKU TIEPBUYHON M BTOPUYHON 00pabOTOK paspe-
IIAIOT CBSI3aTh 3TO TOCEJIEHUE C BOCTOYHOAPEHCOypr-
cKo KynbTypoit. [To aHaIOTUsIM U 110 OOILEKYJIBTYPHOM!
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cutyauuu peruona Cesepo-BocToyHo#l ITonbim noce-
nenue Illebpa 14 cxopeit Bcero MOXeT ObITb JaTUPO-
BaHO nepuonoM IlTo3nuero [Ipuacca.

DTo moceneHue DOKA3bIBAET, YTO CYILLECTBOBaJa
BOCTOYHO-apeHCcOyprckast KyJbTypHas rpyIima, IIpo-
UCXOXIECHUE KOTOPOU, TakXKe KaK U 3allaJHOM TPYIIIbI
3TOU KyJABTYpBI, CBSI3aHO C KyJIbTypo# JIIOHI610.

AHaJIOTMM U CBSI3U MEXJIY BOCTOUHBIMU U 3amaf-
HBIMU LIEHTpaMHU KynbTyp JIIoHI610 1 ApeHcOypr He MO~

IyT OBITH OOBSICHEHBI TOJIBKO OJUHOYHON MUTpaLueil
KynsTypsl JIloHr610 B Bocrounyio Espony. Ckopeit Bce-
TO MEXIYy 3TUMHM KYJIbTYPaMH UMEJIH MECTO ClydyalHble
CBSI3W BO BpeMsl JAJIEKMX CE30HHBIX Murpauuit. I[Tyrem
MUTpaLMii CKopeit Bcero 6bu10 robepexne banTuiickoro
MOpsI, KOTOpoe B 3TO Bpemsi, yBbI, Obuio 10-100 xm
ceBepHee. [1oToMy Tereph MOCENEHUS UCCIeI0BAEMOro
repuoja HaxomsTCsl Ha JHE MOpsL.

CIINCOK TABJIMI]

Ta6muma 1. Apxeosornyeckuit nmamsitHuk Illep6a
14. TunonoruyeckKuit CHUCOK KPEMHEBBIX U3LEIUH,

cobpaHHBIX BO BpeMsl MOJEBbIX ucciaenoBanuii PAR u
criacaTesbHbIX PacKOIIOK.

CIIUCOK WIIOCTPAIIA

Puc. 1. @parMeHT KOMIUIEKCA TTO3HETO MaleoaUuTa
apxeoyioruyueckux mamsiTHukoB [lepOsl. 1 — TopdsiHbie
6osnoTa; 2 - Teppachl OBIBILEr0 03epa; MOpPEHHas
BO3BBILIEHHOCTh, ITOKPHITasi CMbIBaMU; 4: apXeoJoru-
YeCKUe MaMSITHUKU C U3ICSIMU TO3IHErOo MajieoInTa;
5: apxeomoruyeckuil nmamsTHUK Ilep6a 14. PucyHku
P.MackoBuu o matepuanam M. Cemamiko.

Puc. 2. Apxeonornueckuit mamsitHuk Llep6a 14.
BHyTpeHHee UCCIeloBaHUE KPEeMHEBBIX MU3menuil. 1:
Haxonku u3 BcmaxaHHOM mouBsl: N, S — KOHUEHTpa-
UK. 2: KOHUEHTPAUUU KpeMHEBbIX uapenuit (Ne 1-3)
HIKE BCTIAXaHHOM IMOYBBI; MyHKTUPHAS TMHUSI TIOKA3bI-
BaeT FOPU3OHTAIBHYIO cTpyKTYpy Ne 3. KommbroTepHast
obpaborka M. Cemalixo.

Puc. 3. Apxeosnoruueckuii mamsitHuk Lllepba 14.
Kpemuésrle usmenust: 1-5: ApeHCOyprckue HaKOHEY-
HUKH Komwuii; 6-8: CBUAEPCKUE HAKOHEYHUKU KOMUIL C
pykositkamu; 9: nByxpebepHblii pesell ¢ pyukoit; 10-14:
OCTaTKM HaKOHEYHUKOB C pyKosiTkamu; 15-19: mukpo-
pesnbl; 20-22: MUKPOTUTHI; 23: hparMeHT MUKPOPETY-
LIMPOBAHHOTO Jie3BUsl. JIOKaIU3aLust HAX00K: ITOBEPX-
HoCTb: 6; BcrraxaHHas mousa (N): 1-2, 9-10, 23; Bcma-
xaHHas nousa (S): 15; xonuenTpauus Ne 1: 16-18, 20~
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21; xoHueHTtpanust Ne 2: 3-4, 7, 11-14; KOHUEHTpaLUsI
Ne 3: 5, 8, 19, 22. Pucynku P. MackoBuy.

Puc. 4 Apxeonoruueckuil namsitHuk Llepba 14.
Kpemuésblie usnenus: 1: ckpe®oK WIS OKOHYATEIbHOU
006paboTku; 2-3 — KOMOMHUPOBAHHBLIC OPYAUSI TPYHA;
4-7 - pesusl; 8-17 - obnomku pe3uos. Jloxanmuzauus
HaxOIOK: TIOBEPXHOCTh: 2; BcriaxaHHast mouBa (N): 6-
8, 12-14; BcnaxaHHas nmoysa (S): 5; koHueHTpauusi No.
1: 1; xorueHtpauust Ne 2: 9-11, 15-16; KOHIIEHTpaLIUS
No. 3: 3-4, 17. Pucyuku P. Mackosuu.

Puc. 5 Apxeonoruyeckuit namsarHux Lllepba 14.
KpeMHéBble uznenus: 1: peTyliMpoOBaHHOE JIE3BUE: CJIOU
CO BTOPUYHBIM PETYIIUPOBaHUEM; 6-5: IBYXILIOIATHEIE
HyKJeychl. Jlokanu3auusi Haxo4oK: MOBEPXHOCTb: J;
BcnaxaHHast mousa (N): 2-4; BcraxanHas noysa (S): 1;
koHueHtpauust Ne 2: 6. Pucynku P. Mackosud.

Puc. 6 Apxeosnoruueckuit mamstHuk [lepba 14.
KpemHuessle usmenusi. 1: 3arotoBka Hykjeyca; 2 —
NUpaMUAAJIbHBIA HYyKJIeyC; 3 — pparMeHT noaynupaMmu-
IaJIbHOTO HykJeyca; 4-5 — IBYXIUIOLIAAHBII HYyKJEyC.
Jlokanu3auus HaxXomOK: KoHueHTpauust No 1: 1-3;
xoHueHTpauust No. 3: 4-5. Pucynku P. Mackosuu.



