THE ROLE OF FIRE IN NEOLITHIC RITUAL ACTIVITIES

LARS LARSSON

ABSTRACT

Massive demolition of flint and stone artefacts by
fire has been found at two sites in south-eastern
Scania, the southernmost county of Sweden. During
the late 1980s, Svartskylle was found, a site dated to
the Funnel Beaker Culture at the transition from the
Early Neolithic to the Middle Neolithic at about 3400
BC. At the site fragments showed that several thin-
butted flint axes as well as a small number of thin-
bladed axes had been heavily fragmented by fire. The
burnt flints were distributed on a hill which has a
dominant position in the landscape.

During an extensive survey in the 1990s, another
site with fragments of flint artefacts destroyed by fire
was found about 17 km to the east of Svartskylle. The
site is situated on a small plateau on the southern side
of the river valley. The site has been surveyed and
excavations were conducted in 1998 and 1999. More
than a hundred flint axes and chisels as well as a large
number of arrowheads, scrapers and blades were
damaged by fire. Non-flint tools such as axes and battle
axes had also been broken into pieces intentionally.
The excavation revealed a number of pits of various
size in which the damaged flint and stone artefacts
had been deposited together with pottery and crushed
human bones. The material includes regional types as
well as long-distance items. They are dated to the
Battle Axe Culture at c. 2300 BC.

What is expressed at this site differs from the dest-
ruction of single artefacts by fire which is evident at
settlement sites, megalithic tombs and causewayed
enclosures throughout the Middle Neolithic. On cer-
tain occasions destruction of flint tools seems to achie-
ve an imposing effect.

Ritual burning has a public, direct, evocative and
magical appearance. Flint undergoes a colour transfor-
mation from natural black or grey, sometimes to red
and finally to white. This change is similar to the cre-
mation of a human body. The destruction of material
culture must have been very obvious, and the wealth

represented by the number of tools and exotics inclu-
ded must have been considerable.

Through finds and find circumstances, Professor
Rimute Rimantiene, among many other aspects, has
attributed special importance to the role of rituals in
Stone Age archaeology of northern Europe. This role
will be the subject of this presentation.

In her analysis of the Nida site in south-western
Lithuania related to the Corded Ware culture, Pro-
fessor Rimantiene describes a pit which distinctly
differed from the other hearths as regards the size
and the stratigraphy of the filling (Rimantiene, 1989).
She interpret the pit as a structure related to offerings
in which repeated fires played an important role. In
Scandinavian Neolithic as well, fire played an impor-
tant role in rituals.

MASSIVE DEMOLITION BY FIRE

In south-eastern Scania, in the southernmost part
of Sweden, two sites have evidence of massive inten-
tional demolition by fire. During surveys for Neolithic
settlement, as part of research involving the cultural
landscape in the 1980s, one such site was found at
Svartskylle (Fig. 1). Several thin-butted flint axes as
well as a small number of thin-bladed axes, flake
scrapers and blades, along with some ordinary flakes,
had been heavily fragmented by fire (Fig. 3). The axe
types date the finds to the later part of the Early Neo-
lithic, ¢. 3500 cal. BC (Larsson, 1989). The burnt flints
lay in four concentrations on a hill with a dominant
position in the landscape (Fig. 2).

Svartskylle is situated 12 km from the coast. Du-
ring the Early Neolithic this arca as well as the coastal
arca bore evidence of well-established settlement
(Larsson, M., 1991). The area in between was sparsely
settled and probably used as hunting grounds and
pasture land (Berglund, 1991).

During the extensive revised survey of monuments
carried out in Scania during 1990s, fire-damaged flint
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Fig. 1. Southern Scandinavia (top) and Scania — southern-
most part of Sweden (bottom) — with the sites mentioned
in the text.

artefacts were spotted in a field at Kverrestad about 17
km east of the previously mentioned site and at about
the same distance — about 15 km — from the sea (Fig. 1).
Just like the site at Svartskylle, this new site is situated in
a specific setting. A river valley at Kverrestad runs from
cast to west, delimited to the south by a marked ridge.
The site is situated on a small plateau on the southern
side of the river valley (Fig. 4) with marked slopes on
three sides and with a wetland below the site. The
bedrock at the site is made up of slate. In the main part
of the excavated area the bedrock is covered only by a
thin layer of clayish sand which equals the plough zone.
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Fig. 2. Top: The topography ot the surroundings of
Svartskylle, south-eastern Scania. Legend; 1: 45-49 m. a.s.l.,
2:49-54 mas.l, 3: 55-59 m as.l, 4: 60-64 m a.s.l., 5: 65-69
m a.s.l., 6: 70-74 m a.s.l, 7: 75-79 m a.s.l. and 8: wetlands.
The delimited area in the centre is enlarged below with the
location of the four areas with concentrations of flint
destroyed by fire.

Fire-damaged flints could be found on the plateau
within an area of approximately 70x70 m. The site
was surveyed on several occasions, when every find
was recorded in order to determine patterns in the
spatial distribution.

Excavations were carried out at Kverrestad in
1998 and 1999. They revealed a number of pits of
varying size and depth in which damaged flint and
stone artefacts had been deposited together with a
considerable amount of fragmentary pottery. The
largest pit was about 4 m long, the shortest less than
0.5 m. The depth varied from more than a metre to
less than ten centimetres below the topsoil. Finds
were made throughout the filling which show that
the artefacts were deposited during the entire process
of filling in the pits. A small number of burnt human



Fig. 3. Artefacts from Svartskylle destroyed by fire. Fragments of thin-butted flint axes (1, 3-6), fragment of a thin-bladed
axe (2) and fragment of a flake scraper (7). 1:2.

bones, intentionally cracked into small pieces, were
also found.

The distribution of surface finds does not coincide
with the spread of pits filled with deposition remains
(Fig. 5). These pits had been cut into the soft bedrock
and the contents has been protected during later
ploughing. At the northern edge of the site an area

has been protected from deep ploughing, due to large
stones in the moraine just below the present surface.
In this part a layer, probably part of the Neolithic
surface, with a mixture of artefacts has been preserved.
When excavated it gave an insight into the circumstan-
ces of deposition. Although finds were made throug-
hout the layer, concentrations of artefacts were found
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Fig. 4. The location of the site at Kverrestad on a on a small
plateau in the centre of the picture on the southern side of
a river valley.

in small pits which seem to have been dug just ten to
twenty centimetres below the original surface. In other
parts of the site shallow pits like this has been dest-
royed by ploughing at least hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of years ago.

Fragments from about a hundred thick-butted
hollow-ground axes (Fig. 6: 1-2) and chisels (Fig. 6:
3) have been found, as well as a small number of thin-
bladed axes (Fig. 6: 4). There is a variety in the degree
of final polishing of the axes. A small number have a
intense smooth polishing of the entire body while ot-
hers have polishing concentrated on the edge. Axes
in earlier manufacturing stages without polishing are
also found. Among the arrowheads, tanged arrow-
heads of the late so-called D-type have been identified
(Fig. 6:9), as well as pressure-flaked projectile points.
Some are leaf-shaped (Fig. 6: 7) while others have a
marked tang (Fig. 6: 8). These types of points have
not been identified in southern Sweden before. Howe-
ver, a small number have been found in Denmark
(Ebbesen, 1980) and interpreted as imports from the
Oder area or further to the south. They are present in
the Battle Axe culture of the upper Oder area. The
finds from Kverrestad make up the largest collection
of such points in Scandinavia with about thirty examp-
les. Fragments of a prototype of daggers, known as
feeding-knives (Nielsen, 1976), have been identified
as well (Fig. 6: 10). Flake scrapers and large blades
have also been damaged by fire (Fig. 6: 6).

Not only flint tools were damaged by fire, however.
The damaged finds include flakes from an carly stage
of tool production, as they show a considerable cover
of lime cortex. Fragments of flint cores have also been
identified. Non-flint tools such as thick-butted axes
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(Fig. 6: 5) and battle axes (Fig. 7: 2-3) have been expo-
sed to fire. Cracks due to intense heat facilitated later
fragmentation of these stone tools. Among the finds
there are battle axes of regional types as well as of a
late type from the West Danish Single Grave culture
(Fig. 7: 1). However, the most numerous finds of stone
axes are thick-butted axes with a somewhat concave
polishing of the narrow sides (Fig. 7: 5). The stone
axes have not only been broken to pieces, they have
also been subjected to demolition, such as destruction
of the edge.

Clay vessels, mainly of a semicircular shape or
rounded with no marked transition between the belly
and the neck, decorated with large zigzags on the belly
and horizontal impressions just below the rim, also
occur (Fig. 7: 4-7). The decoration is made by cord,
twisted cord and comb stamps. Due to the fragmentary
state, the number of vessels is difficult to calculate.

The dating to the latest part of the Battle Age Cul-
ture is in good agreement with all the finds. A radio-
carbon dating from one of the pits, 3860+75 BP (Up-
14883), . 2300 cal. BC, coincides well with other datings
with a similar find context (Vandkilde, 1996, 166).

Of special interest is the degree of exposure to
fire shown by the different tool types. While more than
90% of the axe finds display changes by fire, two-thirds
of the scrapers, half of the tanged arrowheads and
one-third of the arrowheads made by pressure-flaking
have the same alteration by fire. These marked diffe-
rences indicate an intentional selection of which type
of tool to put in fire and which not to. However, apart
for a number of arrowheads, all the tools are in a
fragmentary state.

In a Scandinavian perspective, Kverrestad and
Svartskylle seem to be the only two sites where the
mass destruction by fire has been detected. The fact
that the offerings at Svartskylle and Kverrestad are
the result of short-term activities indicates that they
should be regarded as completed depositions of mass
material. These seem to have been of exceptional size
and intended to impress humans as well as metaphysi-
cal beings. The destruction of material culture should
have been very obvious and the wealth represented
by the number of tools and exotics included must have
been considerable.

This type of public sacrifice of rare objects and
with a direct effect may have been practised on special
occasions, probably in combination with external or
internal threats. In addition this could be an act which
was primarily meant to legitimate power by impressing
representatives of another community.
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Fig. 5. The distribution of finds and features at Kverrestad. Legend: 1: pits with finds, 2: pits with a clay filling, 3: area with
a thin plough zone, 4: field-road, 5: field boundary, 6: surface finds.
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Fig. 6. Artefacts from Kverrestad. 1-2: fragments of thick-butted flint axes, 3: fragment of a chisel, 4: fragment of a thin-

butted flint axe, 5: fragment of a thick-butted stone axe, 6: fragment of a blade, 7-8: lanceolate arrowheads, 9: tanged
arrowhead and 10: fragments of a proto-dagger. 1:2.
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Fig. 7. Artefacts from Kverrestad. 1-3: fragments of battle axes and 4-7: pottery. 1:2.

BURIALS AND FIRE

Although the time difference between Svartskylle
and Kverrestad is more than a millennium, there are
other finds in the neighbourhood which might partly
bridge the time gap. Outside two megalithic tombs in
south-eastern Scania, features have been excavated
which included flint tools exposed to fire. Eleven small
concentrations of burnt human bones, including axes
and chisels damaged or destroyed by fire, were found
on the stone setting in front of the Trollasten dolmen
(Stromberg, 1968). In some cases parts of the same
axe originate from different concentrations. Axes
without polishing were damaged by fire as well. Some

axes had been broken into pieces but not altered by
fire. Arrowheads and blades were exposed to fire.

Nine small pits outside the passage of the mega-
lithic tomb of Ramshog contained a filling of soot,
cremated human bones and burnt flint artefacts
(Stromberg, 1971). In some pits fragment of axes
destroyed by fire were found. One pit held an axe
without traces of fire but with the edge intentionally
damaged.

At both sites the majority of axes are thin-bladed.
These as well as other finds date the features to the
late Funnel Beaker culture. The features and their
contents are interpreted as remains of rituals. They
show that the activities which are represented in
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Fig. 8. Top: Plan and profile of the grave at Ullstorp, southern Scania, dated to the late Battle Axe culture. Legend: 1
disturbed layer, 2: light, humus-mixed filling, 3: dark, humus-mixed filling, 4: wood colouring, 5: sand mixed with charcoal

and soot, 6: dark brown sand, 7: clay mixed with sand and 8: charcoal.
Below: Plan of the lowermost part of the pit with colourings of wood (diagonal hatching) and post-hole colourings (1-6,

profiles A-F). The cross-hatching denotes a concentration of soot and charcoal.
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Kverrestad were based on a tradition that belongs to
the late Funnel Beaker culture. Similar finds are
lacking from the earlier use of megalithic tombs.

Destruction of tools by fire is relatively frequent
at sites throughout the Neolithic (Karsten, 1994). The
destruction of flint artefacts by fire seems to be less
common in burial contexts dated to the Early and
Middle Neolithic. However, during a late part of the
Funnel Beaker culture axes destroyed by fire are found
outside the entrances to megalithic tombs.

Destruction by fire is not common in the context
of burials from the Battle Axe culture (Hansen, 1917,
Christiansson, 1953; Malmer, 1962; Sarlvik & Jonsiter,
1974). However, recent excavations have shown that
cremation as well as other uses of fire in the mortuary
practices are more common than previously thought.
At Ullstorp, not more than 5 km to the west of Kver-
restad, a grave has been excavated with features
related to burning. The grave includes a pit 2.4 m long
containing two burials (Fig. 8). Six post-holes was iden-
tified around the pit, which proves that a wooden
construction was erected above the grave pit and the
wooden coffin in which the interred was placed. The
post-holes were the foundation of a rectangular tent-
shaped structure. Rites connected with the burial ritual
included the deposition or scattering of pottery in the
building. Thereafter it was burnt down and a stone
frame constructed around the graves, with a layer of
stone placed on the coffin. The pit was then refilled.
Neither skeletons, parts of skeletons nor grave goods
were exposed to heat because of firing. The grave was
dated to 385090 BP (Lu-2554).

At the cemetery of Loderup, south-eastern Scania,
a concentration of soot was found in the grave pit but
outside the area marked by the colouring of a coffin
dated to the Battle Axe culture (Stromberg, 1975, 26).
Burnt bones were also found in this soot concentration.

In the same cemetery a concentration of soot was
found in a large grave pit of which the coffin occupied
asmall part. The sand below was coloured red by heat,
which is evidence of a fire burning in the pit (Strom-
berg, 1975, 41 f.). Charcoal from the fireplace was da-
ted to 386060 BP (Lu-658).

At Turinge in eastern central Sweden a mortuary
structure was excavated (Bratt e al. 1994; Lindstrom,
1995). Four posts and a shallow trench between the
posts delimited an area of 4.6 x 2.8 m. In the trench
small pits contained cremated human bones, pottery
and flint axes. The artefact had not been exposed to
fire. The bones belong to young as well as old indi-
viduals. Most bones had been cracked to pieces.
However, the buried people must have been cremated
elsewhere. Of special interest is that none of the grave

goods were exposed to fire. However, a pit nearby
contained pieces of burnt flint.

A similar structure with a trench delimiting an area
measuring 3.8 x 2.6 m was excavated at Bollbacken in
castern central Sweden (Artursson, 1998) (Fig. 1). The
trench was the foundation for a kind of mortuary
structure at a settlement dating to the late phase of
Pitted Ware culture. In the trench as well as in two
large post-holes inside the structure, cremated human
bones as well as dog bones were found. Close to the
mortuary structure a pit containing cremated human
bones was found.

Despite the presence of cremated human bones
in Kverrestad, the deposition cannot be regarded as a
true grave deposition. No other grave-good deposi-
tions show any similarities to the number of tools and
vessels found. Another indication is the absence of
unpolished axes in graves, while several axes deposited
in Kverrestad were unpolished, just like axes in other
kinds of offerings such as the large number in wetlands.

Cremated human bones do appear in many other
circumstances. One example is the observations made
during the excavation of the initial causewayed enclo-
sure at Sarup on south-western Funen, Denmark.
Burnt human bones were found close to the palisade
of the first enclosure at the same site (Andersen, 1997,
62). Cremated human bones were also found in two
post-holes of a small structure made of altogether four
posts in connection with the second stage of the
causewayed enclosure (Andersen, 1997, Fig. 117).

In cases like Sarup and Kverrestad, parts of hu-
mans seem to have been an active component of the
ritual use of fire as well as the deposition. Parts of the
same human body might have been deposited during
different activities and at different sites related to the
society. Through deposition and different media such
as soil, water and fire, the human body was transferred
to the supernatural world. In such a way the deposition
of some people might have enclosed the entire space
in which they played an active part during their lifetime.

RITUAL BURNING IN DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES

Ritually significant burning is evident in connec-
tion with settlement sites from the Battle Axe culture
as well (Larsson, 1992). At the excavation of a settle-
ment from the late part of the Battle Axe culture at
Kabusa, 14 km to the south-west of Kverrestad and
situated rather close to the shore of the Baltic Sea
(Fig. 1), remains of a house as well as pits were found
(Larsson, 1992). The sand at one of the pits showed
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Fig. 9. The wooden platform at Alvastra, central southern
Sweden, from the late Middle Neolithic.

traces of intensive fire, as it was been partly coloured
red. Its contents were charcoal and burnt hazelnut
shells as well as sherds of pottery.

But traces of intentional fire appear in many other
cases during the Middle Neolithic. The pile dwelling
from the Middle Neolithic at Alvastra, western Oster-
gotland (Fig. 1), includes remains of ritual activities.
The site is dated to about 2800 cal. BC. It consists of
two square wooden platforms joined at an oblique
angle (Browall, 1986). These two square parts are in
turn divided into several rectangular “rooms®, each
with a hearth (Fig. 9). Based on dendrochronological
studies, the pile dwelling was not used for more than
42 years, but this included long periods when parts of
the platform were unused. Large collections of burnt
fruits and seeds have been found beside the hearths,
such as crab apple, cereals and hazelnuts. Human and
animal bones also occur. The structure has primarily
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been viewed as an assembly place where each family
had its own rectangular cell. Such a clear division may
have been needed if two social groups, for example,
two kin groups, used the same structure for activities
of a sacral character. The site includes artefacts
characteristic of the Pitted Ware culture as well as the
Funnel Beaker culture (Browall, 1991).

Fire in ritual acts connected with settlements is
by no means restricted to the Middle Neolithic. Inten-
tional burning is thought to be the most plausible
interpretation for the remains of a house at Skum-
parberget from south-eastern central Sweden, dated
to the Early Neolithic (Apel et al., 1997) (Fig. 1). When
houses were destroyed, culture was in a way trans-
formed back into the nature from which the building
material originated.

At several Neolithic sites in south-east Europe
houses, destruction by fire can be found (Stevanovic,
1997). These houses have previously been interpreted
as destroyed by accidental fire. The number of houses
in question and the way they have burnt down might
give these finds another meaning. The fire was inten-
tional and a formal way to end the use of a house to
show the social and material continuity of Neolithic
society.

Accidental fires of houses cannot be ruled out.
However, traces of temperatures higher than reached
in accidental fires have been observed. The contents
and the arrangement of tools within the houses signify
deliberate depositions which were included when the
houses were killed by fire (Chapman, 1999). In some
cases skeletons were included in these houses. It might
be justifiable to regard the burnt houses as “mortuary
sets®, even if there is no body in the house (Chapman,
1999, 121).

The habit of intentionally destroying structures
and clay artefacts by fire can be found as early as the
Upper Palaeolithic. In Dolni Vestonice in the Czech
Republic, clay figures cracked in pieces when exposed
to fire (Soffer et al.,, 1993). These may have exploded
when heated. The number of fragmented clay figures
is a strong indication of intentional destruction. The
same procedures took place in the Funnel Beaker
culture and Pitted Ware culture of Sweden (Janzon,
1983, 10) as most zoomorphic figures are in fragments.
This is also the case for anthropomorphic figurines in
the Finnish Neolithic (Kivikoski, 1964, 65).

Alteration of flint by fire is practised in other cir-
cumstances. Large quantities of unworked flint are
often found in connection with megalithic tombs.
Burnt flint is found mixed with clay which covers the
orthostats and sometimes the entire chamber. In these
cases the flint has been interpreted as constituting a



material with a special quality, namely, the ability to
absorb moisture in order to keep the chamber dry
(Stromberg, 1971). Another purpose relates to the
aesthetic quality of burnt flint — the white colour. A
thick layer of burnt flint covered the surface along the
southern side of a passage grave, Kong Svends H, j,
on the Danish island of Lolland (Fig. 1). Based on
the amount of finds from some test pits, between 4
and 5 tons of burnt flint were used (Dehn et al., 1995).

AXES AND FIRE

That axes represent the majority of finds at Kver-
restad as well as Svartskylle is by no means remarkable.
Axes seem to be the most used component in many
activities of ritual relations during the Neolithic. In
the large number of votive depositions in wetland of
southern Scandinavia, axes make up the majority of
finds (Karsten, 1994; Nielsen, 1985). Burnt axes rarely
appear in wetland depositions. An excavation of a
small bog near Hindby in south-western Scania (Fig. 1)
yielded remains of votive practice running through the
Late Mesolithic, most of the Neolithic and into the
Bronze Age (Svensson 1993). There are examples of
axes deposited in pairs, a very common form of wet-
land depositions, but it is more common to find combi-
nations of tools, sometimes broken up before deposi-
tion, as well as bones of animals or humans such as a
deposition of a burnt fragment of an axe, two human
bones and three pig eye-teeth.

As already mentioned, single axes or small num-
bers of burnt axes have been found associated with
megalithic tombs.

In some settlement sites axes have the highest
percentage of traces of fire while other tool types show
less fire damage (Karsten, 1994, 157 ft.).

During the late part of the Middle Neolithic, finds
from the Pitted Ware culture contemporancous with
the Battle Age culture provide examples of destruction
involving axes. Of the axe fragments from the late
Pitted Ware culture site at Jonstorp RA in north-wes-
tern Scania (Fig. 1), about two-thirds had been expo-
sed to fire (Malmer, 1969, 14). Of the axe fragments
from the excavation, 6% have no polish. But in the
surface collection from the same site 21% of the axe
fragments are not polished. The interpretation is that
offerings of unpolished axes in which fire was involved
were performed in the neighbourhood of the settle-
ment, and later spread by ploughing.

The Alvastra pile dwelling mentioned above
contains the largest number of double-edged stone
axes from any site in Sweden. Of forty axes just one is

finished while the others are preforms or fragments.
Most have a weathered surface and fragments of a
longitudinal break are present. Of the entire flint axes
or large pieces of axes, most examples show effects of
fire alterations (Browall, 1991). The shape of some
fragments of double-edged stone axes might be caused
by intentional contact with fire followed by fragmen-
tation. As shown in Kverrestad stone artefacts exposed
to fire have been cracked longitudinally and are more
fragile to weathering.

In the Funnel Beaker culture cremated human
bones as well as axes exposed to fire appear in several
different contexts such as settlement sites, graves,
causewayed enclosures and wetland offerings. Bones
and axes might have acted within a common cosmology
but used as agents in different rituals.

FIRE - DESTROYER AND CREATOR

There is a very marked difference in the attitude
towards burning compared with offering in wetlands
which was very frequent in southern Scandinavia
(Karsten, 1994). In wetlands the deposition of artefacts
does not change their function. In the former, the
destruction of the artefact is easily visible at the point
when the practical function of the tool ceases to exist.
Fire is the destroyer. Destruction by fire had a direct
visual as well as an auditory impact. Flint explodes
with a distinct sound. The artefact undergoes
remarkable and rapid changes during the act. A colour
transformation takes place from natural black or grey
to white. Some changes are similar to the cremation
of a human body when the colour of the bones changes
to white. Ritual burning has a public, direct, evocative
and even more magical appearance.

Fire as a medium for transformations connected
to rites de passage has mainly been applied to the
mortuary practice but has also been used in many other
circumstances (van Gennep, 1909; Douglas, 1966;
Block, 1971; Perles, 1977; Huntington & Metcalf,
1979). Fire was the destroyer but at the same time the
creator.

Fire as a reproductive medium has recognised at
least from the Early Mesolithic. During that period,
burning of the zone of reeds surrounding lakes was
carried out on a regular basis (Mellars & Dark, 1998).
During the Late Mesolithic in Great Britain there are
strong indications of burning the primal forest in order
to increase the grazing and browsing and thereby the
number of prey (Simons, 1996). This method of
improvement was known long before swidden was
practised in connection with agriculture.
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The deposition of artefacts recorded at Kverrestad
is a ritual practice which seems to be a part of a process
with several analogies during the Neolithic. The first ones
are probably the destruction by fire of the palisade of
posts in front of the grave which was then covered with
soil — the first stage in the construction of earthen long
barrows during the earliest part of the Neolithic (Larsson
2000). There are examples of firing around some of the
earliest stone chambers in long dolmens which were
totally covered by earth (Ebbesen 1990, 58). There are
several examples in megalithic tombs where layers of

stones covers the deposition of intentionally cracked
pottery and other representatives of the material culture
some of which combined with fire. After the transitional
stage when the artefacts were transferred from this to a
supernatural world, they might have been regarded as
dangerous or even evil to the existing society. The
simplest way to get rid of this material was to cover it
order to prevent contact with members of the society.
This practice is not much different from the mortuary
practice related to dead members of the society. So in a
way the artefacts at Kverrestad were actually buried.
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UGNIES VAIDMUO RITUALINESE NEOLITO APEIGOSE

Lars Larsson

Santrauka

Tyrinéjant dvi neolito gyvenvietes Skanios pietvaka-
ringje dalyje, Piety Svedijoje, aptikta ugnies apnaikinty
akmeniniy ir titnaginiy dirbiniy. Ankstyvojo-vidurinio
neolito Piltuvéliniy tauriy kultiiros gyvenviet€je Svarts-
kylle, datuojamoje apie 3500 m. pr. Kr., buvo surasta kele-
tas titnaginiy kirviy, pabuvojusiy ugnyje. Apdegg titna-
giniai radiniai buvo pasklid¢ ant kalvos, dominuojancios
apylinkéje.

1998 ir 1999 m. 17 km j rytus nuo Svartskylle gyven-
vietés buvo tyrinétas kitas paminklas su apdegusiais
titnaginiais dirbiniais. Kverrestad gyvenvietéje buvo
aptikta per 100 titnaginiy kirviy ir skobty bei daugybe

stréliy antgaliy, gremZtuky, skel¢iy, pabuvojusiy ugnyje.
Surasta taip pat ugnies apnaikinty akmeniniy darbo bei
kovos kirviy. Kasinéjimy metu gyvenvietéje buvo aptiktos
jvairiy matmeny duobés, kuriose kartu su apdegusiais
dirbiniais surasta keramikos fragmenty ir suskaldyty
zmoniy kauly. Gyvenvieté datuota 2300 m. pr. Kr. ir
priklauso Kovos kirviy kultiirai. Tarp sudeginty dirbiniy
tipy Siose ir kitose neolito gyvenvietése vyrauja titnaginiai
ir akmeniniai kirviai — svarbiis to meto Zmoniy jrankiai
bei ginklai. Titnaginiy ir akmeniniy dirbiniy deginimas
buvo neatsitiktinis rei$kinys, turéjes aiSkia magiska pras-
me ir susijes su Zzmoniy kremacijos paprociu.
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ILIUSTRACLJU SARASAS

1 pav. Piety Skandinavija (virSuje) ir Skanija —
didesné piety Svedijos dalis (apacioje) — su tekste mini-
mais archeologiniais paminklais.

2 pav. VirSuje: Svartskylle (pietry¢iy Skanija) apylin-
kiy topografija. UzraSai; 1: 4549 mas.l.,, 2-49-54 m as.l.,
3-55-59mausl,4-60-64 mas.l.,5-65-69mas.l,6—
70-74 m ass.l., 7 — 75-79 m as.l. ir 8 — drégna Zemé.
Atribotas plotas centre yra paplatintas j apadia, jterpus

'keturis plotus su ugnies sunaikinto titnago koncent-
racijomis.

3 pav. Ugnies apgadinti dirbiniai i§ Svartskylle. Plono
galo titnaginiy kirvuky fragmentai (1, 3-6), plono a§mens
kirvuky fragmentas (2) ir gremztuko fragmentas (7). 1:2.

4 pav. Archeologinio paminklo Kverestad iSsidés-
tymas mazoje lygumoje paveikslo viduryje pietinéje upés
slénio dalyje.

5 pav. Radiniy ir kultiirines veiklos pedsaky pasiskirs-
tymas Kverestade. Uzra$ai: 1. Duobés su radiniais, 2 —
duobés su molio uzpildu, 3 - plotas su plona iarta zona,

4 — kasamo lauko takas, 5 — lauko riba, 6 — pavirSiaus
radiniai.

6 pav. Dirbiniai i§ Kverestado. 1-2: storo galo tit-
naginiy kirvuky fragmentai, 3: kalto fragmentas, 4: plono
galo titnaginio kirvuko fragmentas, 5: storo galo akme-
ninio kirvuko fragmentas, 6: skeltés fragmentas, 7-8 —
ieties formos stréliy antgaliai, 9: jkotiniai stréliy antgaliai
ir 10: pirmykscio durklo fragmentai. 1:2.

7 pav. Dirbiniai i§ Kverestado. 1-3: koviniy kirvuky
fragmentai ir 4-7: keraminiai indai. 1:2.

8 pav. VirSuje: Kapo Ulstorpe, Piety Skanija, datuo-
jamo velyvaja virvelinés keramikos kulttra, planas ir
profilis. Legenda: 1: iSardytas sluoksnis, 2: §viesus, su-
maiSytas su juodzemiu uzpildas, 3: tamsus, sumaiytas su
juodzemiu uzpildas, 4: medienos spalvinimas, 5: smélis,
sumaiSytas su medzio anglimi ir suodziais, 6: tamsus rudas
smelis, 7: molis, sumaiSytas su sméliu, ir 8: medzio anglis.

9 pav. Vidurinio neolito pabaigos mediné platforma
i§ Alvastros, centriné piety Svedijos dalis.

POJIb OTHA B HEOJIUTUYECKUX PUTYAJIIbBHBIX OBPSIIAX

Jlapc Jlapccon

Pesrome

Ipu uccnenoBaHUY ABYX HEOJTUTUUECKUX TIOCEICHUIA
B 10oroBocToyHoil yactu Ckanuu (IOxwuas IIIserus)
00OHapyXEHbI KPEMHEBBIE U KAMEHHBIE OPYIMST CO CIIeIaMU
BO3/IEHCTBUS OTHS. B IoceleHUuu paHHEro-CpeaHero
Heonuta Cpaprckwuie, natupoBanHoM 3500 . m. p. X.,
ObUIO HAIIEHO HECKOJIbKO KPEMHEBBIX TOIOPOB, MOOBI-
BaBILIKX B OrHe. KpeMHeBbIe HAX0AKKU ObLTM OOHApy:Ke-
HbI Ha XOJIME, BO3BBILABIIUMCS Hal OKPECTHOCTSIMM.

1998 u 1999 rr. B 17 KM K BOCTOKY OT ITOCEJIEHMS
Caaptckuie ObUT uccienoBan namsaTHUK Kseppecran,
B KOTOPOM O6HapyxeHo cBbilie 100 KpeMHEBBIX TOTIO-
POB U Tecesl, a TAKXKe OOJIBIIOE KOJUIECTBO HAKOHEU-

HUKOB CTpeJl, CKpeOKOB, TUIACTUH, MOOLIBABIIUX B OTHE.
Bo BpeMst pacKomok TocejieHus] GbUId OOHApyXKeHbI
SAMBl Pa3JIMYHBIX Pa3MEPOB, B KOTOPBIX HAXOAUIUCH
(bparMeHTbI KEpaMUKU U Pa3ApobIIEHHbIE YeIOBEYECKUE
kocru. ITocenenue gatupyercst 2300 7. n. p. X. U OTHO-
CUTCSI K KyJbType 00eBbIX TONOPOB. Cpeau COXKEHBIX
U3IEJIHIA caMoe DOJIBLIOE YICIO COCTABIISIIOT KPEMHEBLIE
1 KaMEHHBIC TOIODPbI — BaXHEillue opynus Tpyaa U
opyxue Jiofeil Toro spemMeHu. CXUraHue KpPEeMHEBBIX
U KaAMEHHBIX OPYAUI ObUIO HE CIyYalHBIM SIBJICHUEM,
MMEIOUIMM SIBHBI Maru4eckuil CMbICEN U CBSI3AHHBIM
¢ oObpIYaeM KpeMaluu.

CIIUCOK UJITIOCTPALIUI

Puc. 1. FOxnas CkannuHasust (BBepxy) u CkaHus —
Gonbuiast yacTh 0kHOM IlIBenuu  (BHU3Y) — C YIIOMsI-
HYTBIMM B TEKCTE APXUTEKTYPHBIMU ITAMSITHUKAMHU.

Puc. 2. Beepxy: Tomorpadusi okpecTHOCTEI
Caaprckwmie (roro-socrounas Ckaums). Hagmucu; 1:
45-49 masl., 2-49-54 mas.l., 3 -55-59 mas.l., 4 -
60-64 mas.l., 5-65-69 masl, 6-70-74 mas.l, 7 -
75-79 m a.s.l. u 8 — cwipast 3emtst. OrpaHudYeHHAs! TUI0~
LIajb B LIEHTPE BHU3Y paClIMPEeHa YeThIPbMSI BCTABKAMM
C KOHLIEHTPALUSIMU KPEMHSI, YHUUTOKEHHOIO OIHEM.
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Puc. 3. Uspenust u3 CBapTcKuie, MOCTpagaBIIie
oT orHsl. PparMeHTbl KPEMHEBBIX TOIIOPOB C TOHKMM
KOHIIOM, 3-6), (hparMeHT TOMOPKUKA ¢ TOHKUM JIE3BUEM
(2) m dparmenT ckpebka (7). 1:2.

Puc. 4. PacnionioxkeHue apxeosornyeckoro mamsT-
HuKa KBeppecras Ha MaJeHbKOM IUIATO B LIEHTPE Kap-
THHBL B I0XXHON YacTU IOJIMHBI PEKU.

Puc. 5. PacripeneneHue HaXo[0K U CJIEAOB KyJIbTYp-
HoMl pesrenvHocTuB KBeppecrame. Hagnucu: 1. SIMbl ¢
HAaXOJKaMU, 2 — SIMbl C HAITOJHUTEJEM W3 IJIMHBI, 3 —



[UIoLagb C He MIyBOKO BCraxaHHO 30HOIA, 4 — Tpora
Ha TI0JIe PACKOIOK, 5 — IPaHMLA 110, 6 — HAXOAKU Ha
[TOBEPXHOCTH.

Puc. 6. Uzpemus w3 Kseppecraga. 1-2: ¢parMeHTbI
KPEMHEBBIX TOTIOPUKOB € TOJICTBIM KOHLIOM, 3: pparMeHT
nosiota, 4: (parMeHT KPEMHEBOTO TOIMOPHKA C TOHKUM
KOHIIOM, 5: ()parMeHT KaMEHHOIO TOIOPUKa C TOJICTBIM
KOHIIOM, 6: (bparmMeHT Je3Busi, 7-8 — KONbOOpasHBIC
HAKOHEUHWMKHM CTpeJi, 9: HAKOHEYHUKU CTpe C pyuyKaMu
u 10: dparMeHTs NIEpBOOLITHOTO KuHXana. 1:2.

Puc. 7. Wspenus u3 Kseppecraga. 1-3: pparMeHThI
GoeBbIX TOTIOPOB U 4-7: Kepamuyueckas rmocyna: 2.

L. Larsson

Institute of Archaeology,
Sadgatan 1,

S-223 50 Lund

Sweden

Puc. 8. Beepxy: ITnan u npoduib norpebenus B
Viuicropre, toxnast CkaHust, JaTUPYEMOIo KOHLIOM
KyJbTypbl IIHYpOBOil Kepamuku. Jlerenpa: 1. paso-
GpaHHBIi1 CJIOM, 2: CBETJIBLI, CMEIIAHHBIH C YEPHO3EMOM
HATIOJHUTENb, 3: TEMHBIN , CMEIIAHHBIN C YEPHO3EMOM
HATIOJHUTENb, 4. OKpacka IPEeBECHHBI, 5: IECOK,
CMEIIAHHbI} C IPEBECHBIM YIJEM U caxei, 6: TEMHO-
KOPUYHEBBIN MeCoK, 7: MNIMHA, CMELIaHHas C TIECKOM,
U 8: IpPEeBECHBIN YroJb.

Puc. 9. lepeBsiHHas tuiaTpopmMa KOHUA CPEIHErO
HEOJIMTa 13 AJBAcCTpbl B LIEHTPAJBHONM YacTU I0XHOIA
[Iseunu.



