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INTRODUCTION

Problem of so-called “A-horizon® or “pan-Euro-
pean horizon” is very actual for European archacology.
By means of identification of “A-horizon” complex
numerous researchers attempt to define the early stage
of the Corded Ware Culture (CWC) and decide certain
questions concernity its genesis (Buchvaldek,1986).
Herman Behrens has argued, that outside Jutland
single elements of A-horizon character were only
ingredients of the oldest stages of regional groups of
CWC (Behrens, 1997, 19-22). According to some
scholars, development in different European regions
during CWC time was rather different, and any
common horizon in material assemblages can be
distinguished (Ebbesen, 1997). It is quite possible
that CWC was independently established in different
parts of Europe.

In this connection cultural phenomenon concer-
ned CWCin territory of Belarus represents an interest.
Some authors attempted to argue that East-European
Cultures with Corded Pottery, including cultures from
Belarus, didn’t have a direct connection with the A-
horizon complex in contrast to CWC of Middle Euro-
pe (Berezanskaja S.S., Artemenko 1.I., Machnik J.
etc.). On the other hand, according to Miroslav Buch-
valdek (1980) the pan-European Corded Ware horizon
originated in the Upper Vistula, Upper Neman and
Upper Prypet basins.

In our opinion the problem can be hardly solved
soon. But the first steps made in this direction allow
us to state the fact, that there are some components
with A-horizon and the Early Corded Ware Culture
features in Belarus.

COMPONENTS WITH THE A-HORIZON -
EARLY CORDED WARE CULTURE FEATURES

The most typical finds, which usually associated
with “pan-European” complex, were found by Alena
G. Kalechyts in the Motal I settlement ( the Jaselda
basin).

For the first time numerous stray finds were
discovered by Uladzimir E Isaenka in 1962 in the wes-
tern part of this site that had been destroyed. Alena
G. Kalechyts has excavated the western part as well
as no destroyed central territory of the Motal I settle-
ment in 1987-1989, 1992 (Fig. 1). The settlement was
situated on the high elevation (named “Gara”) near
500m long. “Gara” like a large island and like many

Fig. 1. Map of the northern part of Motal-Tyshkavichy
microregion showing excavated area at Motal site 1.
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Fig. 2. Motal, site 1. A-amphora (A - side view, B — section, C — upper view) (reconstruction by M.M. Kryvaltsevich).

other dune elevations of micro-region raise in the
territory of the Jaselda marshy meadow. Several lakes
(Motal, Dzydzinne, Mulnoje etc.) are still in the
lowering. Maybe “Gara” was the highest hill on the
mentioned territory (up to 6m above the meadow).
Cultural remains as well as the A-horizon materials
were found mainly in the light and dark gray sandy
soil at depth of 0.3-0.4m. About 200 fragments of
the A-amphora (Fig. 2) located in this layer. They
were concentrated in the area of 1x1.5 m. The Neman
Culture materials dominated on this very spot as well
as the whole part of the Motal 1 settlement site. A shard
with cord imprints and some fragments of other amp-
hora (A-type?) were found on the spot of localization
of the A-amphora mentioned above. Some other parts
of the investigated territory contained no numerous
fragments of other Corded pottery (later stages?).
A-amphora (Fig. 2). It was a big-sized amphora
with 410-420 mm in maximum diameter and flat
bottom (with 100mm in diameter). The height of the
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amphora could be up 360-370 mm. The neck was
narrow, about 150-155 mm in diameter, and it has a
straight reinforced rim. Two long horizontal handles
(near 100mm long) with three lugs were on the most
broad part of the amphora.

It was ornamented with a row of triangle-shaped
notches along the rim, eight groups of vertical lines
on the shoulder part. These groups of vertical lines
were bordered and parted by vertical rows of triangle-
shaped notches. Two rows of triangle-shaped notches
in the middle part of the groups of vertical lines created
a zigzag-like ornamented pattern. The upper orna-
mental system was supplemented by three horizontal
lines embracing the amphora between handles in the
most broad part. A lot of short vertical strokes were
located between these rows.

The outside of the amphora was comparatively
smooth, but only some pieces of admixture ran out in some
places of it. The amphora was made of clay mass with
small white crushed stone admixture. The surface was gray.



Fig. 3. Distribution of A-amphorae (2) (according to M. Buchvaldek, 1986). A-amphora from Motal site 1 (1).

The amphora from the Motal 1 settlement is very
similar the A-horizon 1Aa amphora (according to
typology of M. Buchvaldek) (Fig. 3).

The investigators advocating the unity of A-
horizon argued the idea of local typological division
of Corded pottery. They have marked out some regio-
nal oldest complexes: several oldest groups for the
Polish Lowlands (Czebreszuk, 1996, 96-100), settle-
ment type Lustrup for Single Grave Culture (Liver-
sage, 1987, 102-103), group 1 for Single Grave Culture
of Meklemburg-Vorpommern (Jacobs, 1991) etc.
Ingredients of the oldest complexes and stages of
regional groups may be completely or partially
corresponded to A-horizon. There are some kinds of
storage pots with the short-wave mouldings among
them.

For example, according to Ilze Loze beakers with
short-wave mouldings were the third element of early
corded ware in the territory of Latvia (Loze, 1997,
137-138). A lot of pottery with short-wave mouldings
were discovered in Svcntoj i 1A (Rimantené¢, 1980, 57—
61; 1984, 211). Rimuté Rimantené represented Sven-
toji 1A settlement complex as well as the oldest stage
of the Baltic Coastal Culture and regarded ‘the entire

complex of articles peculiar to A-horizon’ (Riman-
tiené, Cesnys, 1996, 49). According to Janusz Czeb-
reszuk one of the oldest CWC group 2 (Circumbaltic
Cultural Circle) on the Polish Lowlands had some
similar such as short-wave mouldings with finger
imprints (Czebreszuk, 1996, 96-100). The identical
pottery with short-wave muldings regarded as well as
one of the element of the settlement oldest stage (Lust-
rup type) of the Single Grave Culture (Liversage, 1987,
102-123). The same pottery was obtained on the
territory of Meklemburg — Vorpommern. It was identi-
fied as a feature of group 1. Jorn Jacobs regarded
group 1 complex as well as simultaneous with the oldest
faze of Untergrabzeit and the ‘pan -European’ horizon
(Jacobs, 1991).

As follows from the material mentioned above
the same pots may be regarded as one of the important
component of the Early Corded Ware complex. Shards
with short-wave mouldings were discovered in the Late
Neolithic habitation sites in the territory of Western
Belarus. This pottery was represented in such settle-
ments as Motal site 18 in the Jaselda basin (excavation
of A.G. Kalechyts) (Fig. 4: 6), Kamen site 2 on the
Bobryk river (excavated by Y.E Isaenka) (Fig. 4: 4),
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Fig. 4. Some kinds of sherds with short-wave mouldings from Western Belarus (1 — Skema; 2-3 — Lichytsy site 2; 4 —
Kamen site 2; 6 — Motal site 18) and from the Upper Dnieper ( 7 — Strumen, according to A.G. Kalechyts, 1987). 5 —

fragment of the beaker from Gneuchytsy.

Skema near lake Narach (excavated by M.M. Char-
niauski) (Fig. 4: 1), Lichytsy site 2 (YapHusycxi,
Kynpawoy, Jimniuxas, 1996, 73-74) (Fig. 4: 2, 3),
Rusakovichy site 7 in the Upper Neman (excavation
of M.M. Charniauski, information of Vadzim L. Laki-
za) etc.

Most of the pots contained sand and chamotte
admixture, although several were made of clay mass
without any visible admixture. It was comparatively
thick-wall, massive and big-sized pottery. Their outsi-
des were comparatively smooth or have some traces
of rubbing (Kamen) (Fig. 4: 4). The shards were deco-
rated by short-wave mouldings have made by finger
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imprints bellow the rims. Their upper edges usually
had finger imprints.

This kind of pottery occurred there always as an
admixture in predominant but obviously earlier (or
partly simultaneous?) pottery of autochthonous Neo-
lithic Neman Culture. Sometimes some corded pottery
(with the features of later stage?) were met there. The
habitation sites mentioned above were situated in
conditions that were usual for the Late Neolithic ones:
on sand elevations in the territory of meadows (Motal,
Skema, Rusakovichy), along the edges of low terraces
(Kamen, Lichytsy). Usually the settlement sites with
such kind of pottery were situated in lowlands, where
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Fig. 5. Some sites with A-horizon — Early Corded Ware
Culture components in Western Belarus: 1 — Motal site 1; 2 -
Motal site 18; 3 — Kamen site 2; 4 — Rusakovichy site 7; 5 —
Lichytsy site 2; 6 — Gneuchytsy; 7 — Skema.

rivers were closely connected with some lakes (Motal,
Kamen, Skema).

The same kind of big pots was found in the Upper
Dnieper basin besides Western Belarus. For example
A.G. Kalechyts discovered the similar pot-type in the
cultural layer of the Neolithic-Bronze Age Strumen
settlement site (Kaneunu, 1987, puc. 57) (Fig. 4: 7). The
identical big pot with two rows with short-wave
mouldings below the rim was founded near the Dnie-
per by M.M. Kryvaltsevich in the cultural layer of the

Neolithic settlement site (Kamaryn site 2). This part
of the settlement was covered by the Middle Dnieper
Culture barrow. The barrow contained two burials. A
stone axe almost identical to Karlov-type with circular
thickening around the shaft-hole was founded in one
of the burials*. The stratigraphic situation in Kamaryn
site 2 lets us suggest older age of this type of pots in
comparison with the Middle Dnieper Culture burials
in this region.

Among the A-amphora and pots with mouldings,
the beakers with simple horizontal rows of deep lines
on the neck may be considered as a component of A-
horizon — Early CWC (Buchvaldek, 1986). A fragment
of the beaker was found by A.G. Kalechyts in Gneu-
chytsy site (the Pina basin) (Fig. 4: 5).

Some kinds of early A-type battle axes as well as
stray finds are represented (see for example
Yapusycki, 1997, 307-308,365).

CONCLUSION

As follows from the material mentioned above
there are some components of A-horizon — Early
Corded Ware Culture features in the territory of the
Western Belarus (fig.5). This phenomenon may not
be investigated on the base of our material as a
complete system yet. It is difficult to come to a conclu-
sion about chronology of the mentioned above com-
ponents. But we can only make a suggestion about
their possible comparative-typological synchronization
with the identical components/complexes of Middle -
Eastern Europe. We pay attention to the pottery with
short-wave mouldings, finger imprints, that may play
avital part as one of the main components of the Early
CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle (last definition
according to some polish archaeologists — Alexander
Kosko, Janusz Czebreszuk etc.). In this case we may
suggest, that some areas of Western Belarus had
certain importance during the process of genesis of
CWC in Circumbaltic Cultural Circle.
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KAI KURIE ,,A HORIZONTO“ KOMPONENTAI -
ANKSTYVOSIOS VIRVELINES KERAMIKOS KULTUROJE
VAKARU BALTARUSIJOJE

Mikola Kryvalcevi¢, Alena Kaledyc

Santrauka

Isskirdami A horizonto arba bendraeuropinio
horizonto kompleksa, kai kurie tyrinétojai bando spresti
ankstyvojo Virvelinés keramikos kultiiros etapo
problema. Kai kurie archeologai, kritikuodami bendrojo
horizonto idéja, mano, kad, Virvelinés keramikos
kulttros atskiruose Europos regionuose atsirado
nepriklausomai. A horizonto problema aktuali ir
Baltarusijai, kuriai vieni tyrinétojai neigia bet kokj rysj
su bendraeuropiniu horizontu, kiti atvirkiciai — Vyslos,
Nemuno ir Pripetés aukstupiuose ie$ko jo istaky.

Vakary Baltarusijoje A horizontui badingi kompo-
nentai — A la tipo amfora, kitos amforos fragmentai buvo
rasti kasinéjant gyvenviete Motal 1 Jaseldos upés baseine
(pav. 1, 2, 3). Daugelis tyrinétojy kaip vieng i§ kompo-
nenty, biidingy pavieniy kapy kultirai priklausandiai
Pabaltijo Virvelinés keramikos kultiroms, laiko savitus
didelius indus su rumbais su gnaibymo pirstais pédsakais
ant jy. Tokiy puody Sukiy rasta kai kuriose neolitinése
Vakary Baltarusijos gyvenvietése (Motal 18, Kamen 2,
Skema, Licicy 2, Rusakovi¢i 7) (pav. 4:1-4, 6). Pazymé-

172

tina, kad tokiy radiniy aptikta Dnepro auk$tupio pamink-
luose (Strumen, Komarin 2) (pav. 4:7). Komarino 2 gy-
venvietéje tokio puodo Sukiy lizdas buvo rastas neolitinés
stovyklavietés kultGriniame sluoksnyje, vir§ kurio buvo
supiltas Padneprés kultiiros pilkapis. Viename i§ pilkapio
kapy rastas ,,Karlovo“ tipo akmeninis kirvis (Komarino
2 tyrinéjimy medZiaga ruo$iama spaudai M.M. Kri-
valceviCiaus). Be paminéty komponenty Baltarusijos
vakaruose, Gnevcisuose rasta §ukiy priklausiusiy taurei
(A tauré ?) su kakleliu, puostu lygiagreciomis giliai
iréztomis linijomis (pav. 4:5). Pasitaiko ir akmeniniy kirviy
su skyle kotui, primenanéiy A tipo laivinius kirvius.
Turimos medziagos aiskiai nepakanka nuodugnes-
niems tyrimams. Nepaisant to reikia pripazinti, Vakary
Baltarusijoje yra komponenty, biidingy A horizontui —
ankstyvajam Virvelinés keramikos kultiiros etapui
(pav. 5). Minéty puody su rumbais buvimas leidzia ma-
nyti, kad Vakary Baltarusijos regionas turéjo tam tikra
reikSmeg Virvelinés keramikos kultiiros taip vadinamo
cirkumbaltijos kultiirinio rato formavimosi procesui.



ILIUSTRACIJU SARASAS

1 pav. Motal-Tyskavi¢iy mikroregiono Siaurines
dalies zemélapis, kuriame parodytas Motal 1 archeo-
loginio paminklo kasinéjimy plotas.

2 pav. Motal, archeologinis paminklas 1. A-amfora
(A - vaizdas i§ Sono, B — pjuvis, C - vaizdas i§ vir§aus)
(rekonstravo M.M. Kryvalcevic).

3 pav. A-amfory pasiskirstymas (2) (pagal M. Bu-
gvaldek, 1986). A-amfora i§ archeologinio paminklo
Motal 1 (1).

4 pav. Ivairios Sukés su liejiniais i§ Vakary Baltaru-
sijos (1 — Skema; 2-3 — archeologinis paminklas Licicy 2

3 — archeologinis paminklas Kamen 2; 6 — archeologinis
paminklas Motal 18) ir Dniepro aukStupyje (7 - Strumen,
pagal A.G. Kale¢ic, 1987). 5 — Gneucicuose rasto smul-
kintuvo fragmentas.

5 pav. Kai kurie A-horizonto archeologiniai pamink-
lai — ankstyvosios virvelinés keramikos kultiiros elementai
Vakary Balrarusijoje: 1 — archeologinis paminklas Motal
1; 2 — archeologinis paminklas Motal 18; 3 —archeologinis
paminklas Kamen 2; 4 — archeologinis paminklas Rusa-
kovi¢i 7; 5 — archeologinis paminklas Licicy 2; 6 -
Gneucicy; 7 — Skema.

HEKOTOPBIE KOMITOHEHTBI C TIPU3HAKAMU A-TOPU3OHTA —
PAHHET'O DTATIA KYJIBTYPBLI IIHYPOBOU KEPAMUKHN
B 3ATIATHOU BEJIAPYCH

Hukonaii H. KpusajabueBud
Enena I'. Kaneuny

Pe3siome

Brpigesnsisi KOMIIIEKC “A-TOpM30HTA” WM “oblie-
€BpPOIENHCKOro TOpU30HTA”, MHOTHE MCCICAOBATEIN
BITAIOTCS PELUTD MPOOJIEMY PAaHHETO dTarla KyJIbTypbl
IIHYpOBO#l KepaMUKU. HekoTopele apXeosord, Kpu-
TUKysl Uielo OOIIero ropusoHTa, MpeAroaramor, 4To
MOSIBJIEHNE KYJBTYPBI LIHYPOBOM KEpaMUKU IPOUC™
XOAWIO B PA3HBIX pervoHax EBporibl BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH.
[IpoGiema A-TOPU30HTA — PAHHEro 3Tana KyJIbTYpbl
[LIHYPOBO#t KEPAMMKH SIBJISIETCS BEChMA aKTYaJIbHOIM ISt
tepputopuu benapycu, Wisi KOTOPOW OIHM MCCIIEN0~
BaTeJM OTPULAIOT KAKYH0-1160 CBA3b C 0OIeeBpO-
[eWCKUM TOPU3OHTOM, IPyrue e HaobOpOT B BEPXO-
Bbsix Bucibl, Hemana, [1punsaru MIoyT ero MCTOKH.

Ha tepputopuu 3ananHoi benapycu THIIMYHBIC 11T
KOMIUIEKCa A-TOPH30HTA KOMITOHEHTBL B Buze A-aM(popbl
tuna Ala, gparMeHThl Apyroi am@opbl HaWICHBI NIpK
packornkax mocejieHuss MoTons 1 B GaceiiHe Scenpnpl
(puc. 1, 2, 3). MHOrMe UCCIEIOBATEN B KAUeCTBE OIHOTO
U3 KOMIIOHEHTOB ITOCEJICHUII PAHHMX STaroB KYJILTYPbI
ONMHOYHBIX NOTpebeHnit, TPUOaNTUCKUX KYJIBbTYP
ITHYPOBOW KepaMMUKHU paccMaTpyBaloT CcBOCOOpa3HbIi
TUII KPYIHBIX COCY/IOB C BIMKAMU U CJIeIaMU NaJILLEBBIX
3aimrIoB Ha HuX. OOJOMKU TaKOH ITOCYIBI BCTPEUEHBI
HA HEKOTOPHIX HEOJIMTUYECKHMX MOCENEeHMAX 3araiHoil
Benapycu (Morans 18, Kamens 2, Ckema, JInquipl 2,

Pycaxopuuu 7) (puc. 4: 1-4, 6). OTMeyaercst Takxke, UTo
HECKOJIbKO TAKMX HAxXOJOK OOHAapyXeHO Ha MaMsITHU-
kax Bepxuero TMomuernposbst (Ctpymenn, Komapun
2) (puc. 4: 7). Ha KomapuHe 2 pa3Bajl TAKOIO roplIKa
HalieH B CJI0€ HEOJUTUYECKOI CTOSIHKHU, NMEPEKPHITOH
KYPTaHOM CpPEHEIHEIPOBCKOM KyJIBTYPBI, B OIHOM M3
norpeGeHuii KOTOPOro HaiileH KaMEHHbII TOTIOp THIla
“Kapsop” (Marepuaibl KomaprHa 2 rotossrest H.H. Kpu-
BasTblieBUUEM K IteyaTu). Kpome Ha3BaHbIX KOMIIOHEHTOB
Ha 3anazue Benapycy HailneHbl 06110MKH KyOKa ¢ [yboKo
MpOYePYEHHBIMU TIAPAJUIE/IbHBIMU JIMHUSMU 110 TOp~
nosuHe (A-ky6ok?) (FHesumuel) (puc. 4: 5), uHOrAa
BCTPEYAIOTCST KAMEHHbIE CBEPJICHBIC TOIOPbBI, HAIlOMK™
HAIOLLME MACHTUYHBIE U3AEIUs A-TUIIA.

ITonydeHHOro Marepyaia sBHO HEJOCTATOYHO sl
CHCTEMHOTO HccleaoBaHusl. Bmecre ¢ TeM Cieldyer
IPU3HATh, UTO Ha TeppuTOopuM 3amagHoil benapycu
IPUCYTCTBYIOT KOMIIOHEHTBI C MPM3HAKAMM A-TOPH-
30HTA — PAHHETO 9Tara KyJIbTYpbl LIHYPOBOW KEPAMUKU
(puc. 5). A dukcanust yoMsHyTO! ITOCYIbl C BAIMKAMU
naeT HEKOTOpOE OCHOBAaHME IIpelrojiaratb, 4To 3a-
agHOOEIOPYCCKINI PErMOH MMEJI OIIPE/IC/IEHHOE 3Ha~
YyeHMe B IPOLIECCE TeHe3Mca KyJIbTYPhl LIHYPOBOi
KepaMUKM TaK HasbiBaemoro HMpKyMOaniTHiiCKOTO

KyJIbTYPHOTO KpyTa.
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CIIUCOK WJUIKOCTPALIUI

Puc. 1. Kapra ceBepHoit yactu Motanb-ThIlKa-
BHUCKOT'O MUKPOPErMoHa, Ha KOTOPO#i IIOKa3aHa IUIoab
PACKOTIOK apXeOoJIOTMYECKOro NnaMsiTHuka Motanb 1.

Puc. 2. Apxeonoruyeckuit namsiTHuK Motaibl. A-
amdopa (A - 6oxoBoit Bua, B — ceuenue, C - By ceep-
xy)(pekoHcTpyupoBan M.M. KpriBanblieBuy).

Puc. 3. Pacnpenenenue A-amdop (2) (mo M. byu-
BaszeK, 1986). A-ambopa 13 apXeoJOruuecKoro maMsr-
Huka Motanb 1 (1).

Puc. 4. PazHooOOpa3Hble YepernKy ¢ OTJIMBKAMHU U3
3anagHoit benapycu (1 — Ckema; 2-3 — apxeonoruyec-
KUl maMITHUK JIuuunsl 2; 3 — apXeoJoruyecKuii

Dr. M. Kryvaltsevich
Department of Archaeology,
Institute of History

Academy of Sciences of Belarus,
P. Skoryny str. 1, 220072 Minsk
Belarus / Baltarusija

naMATHUK KameHsb 2; 6 — apxeonornyeckuit maMsiTHUK
Morais 18) u Bepxnero IMogHenposbst (7 — CTpyMeHb,
no A.T'. Koneuun, 1987). 5 — dparMeHT npoOuiKu, Haii-
neHHoi B ['Heyuunax.

Puc. 5. HexoTopsle apxeojornyeckue NamsITHUKA
A-TOPU30HTA — 3JIEMEHTBI PAHHEH IIIHYPOBOI KyJIbTYPBI
B 3anaznHoii benapycu: 1 — apxeonoruyeckuit maMsiTHUK
Mortanb 1; 2 — apXeoJoruuyeckuii mamMsiTHUK MoTaib
18; 3 — apxeonormyeckuii mamsitHuk Kamens 2; 4 —
apxeoJyloTu4ecKuMil nmaMsiTHUK PycakoBuuu 7; 5 —
apXeoJI0rMUeCKuit mamMsiTHUK Jinauiiet 2; 6 — THeyaunesr,
7 — CkemMa.



