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Preface

...Vos etenim, patres eximii ... pisces magnos de mari oceano trahentes
ad litus salutis attrahitis, nos nempe e diverso in mari magno et
spacioso terrarum nostrarum versus orientem reptilia, gentem scilicet
Samagiticam ... de profundo aquarum extrahentes ad hauriendum
aquas in gaudio conducimus salvatoris.

Missive of King Jogaila and Grand Duke Vytautas to the Fathers
of the Council of Constance (25 August 1417)

This book is intended to be a guide through the murky waters of
pagan and early Christian Lithuania. Notwithstanding the fact
that the last twenty or so years have seen a remarkable increase in
studies devoted to the territories that once formed the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania, the knowledge of medieval Lithuania in anglophone
academia is still fragmentary and liable to fluctuations caused
by oriental battles over the past. By ‘oriental battles’ we mean
ideology masquerading as scholarship. Nowadays it would be quite
impossible to imagine discussions between serious-looking French
and German scholars as to how far the empire of Charlemagne was
French or German. The legacy of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania is
large enough for every ‘successor-state’ to take pride in it. However,
moderation in pride was not the strongest side of East European
nations, be it early-twentieth-century Poles and Lithuanians or
early-twenty-first-century Belarusians. Exclusivist claims to the
heritage caused much rancour and actual fighting in the past,
the wounds of which have not been healed fully to this day. The
same pattern may repeat itself once again. The best proof of ‘blood
lands’ coming back is Russian aggression against the Ukraine. What
had been started as the negation of the Ukrainian nation as such,
morphed, in just a few years, into ‘hybrid warfare’ accompanied by
unparalleled world-wide campaign of deception. As a means of this
aggression the pan-Russian recourse has been made to claims to the
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legacy of Kievan Rus’. The legacy of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
may be manipulated similarly. Even in the scholarly world this no
longer extant country is far from always being looked at in a value
free mode of thought, as a thing in itself, interesting for its own
colourful history. That is why we have tried to do justice to every
piece of evidence subjecting it to critical, source-based assessment.

The topic of our present research is the Christianization of
Lithuania, with emphasis being placed on the thirteenth—fifteenth
centuries. By and large, the conversion of the last pagan state in
Europe may be viewed as the mainstream of its ‘civilizing process’
(N. Elias), hence the ‘development’ from pagan barbarians to late
medieval Christians. The image of ‘pagan barbarians’ is used in a
conscious attempt to evoke the image of the early Middle Ages. Itis
to be noted that in the thirteenth century Lithuanian society bore
structural resemblances to what Western Europe was like in the
post-Migration period. As shall be presented, this Gleichzeitigkeit
des Ungleichzeitigen (R. Koselleck) was not always to the detriment
of Lithuanian society when it came to face the late-medieval
expansion of Latin Europe in the form of the ‘northern crusades’.
This new engagement with neighbouring countries served as a
stimulus to accelerated changes that took a decisive turn with
the country’s official conversion in 1387. By the early sixteenth
century Lithuanian society was essentially the same as the rest of
Latin Europe. Some differences remained, some peculiarities were
retained, as was the case in every country of Europe, but the gap
was filled in an extraordinarily short period of time — during the
‘long-fifteenth century’.

It would be trivial to say that Lithuania is a country lying between
East and West. However, we would like to draw attention to this
fact for purely pragmatic reasons related closely to our research
topic. The Christianization of European countries may be viewed
as a separate field of historical scholarship. The case of Lithuania
is still relatively weakly represented here, largely because of
medieval Lithuania’s balancing act between the Latin Catholic and
Greek Orthodox worlds. This state of affairs proved unpropitious
for modern scholarship to tackle this topic that requires some
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specialist knowledge on both parts of medieval Christendom(s).
Being aware of our own limits, we have nevertheless decided to
brave the space between the Baltic and the Black Seas, because it
is our belief that thinking large may be helpful in bringing back the
experiences of medieval people who ranged far and wide.

The Authors wish to express their gratitude for the kind assis-
tance afforded them by the directors and staff of the Archiwum Ar-
chidiecezjalne w Gnieznie (Fr M. Sotomieniuk), Archiwum Diecez-
jalne w Ptocku (Revd Dr D. Majewski) and especially the Archiwum
Diecezjalne w Siedlcach (Revd Dr B. Blonski and Sr H. Redzik). The
Revd Father Archivist of the Sacred Penitentiary and his staff in
the Vatican City have been particularly helpful. Geheimes Staatsar-
chiv Preuischer Kulturbesitz and the nearby library of Friedrich-
Meinecke-Institute proved the best places in Berlin for conducting
our research. Special thanks are due to H. E. Dr Irena Vaivilaité
for her hospitality and lively discussion of the late-medieval Church
in Lithuania. Our thanks also go to Ariinas Balténas, Fr Andrzej
Bruzdzinski (Cracow), Remigijus Cernius, Jonas Drungilas, Artiiras
Dubonis, Fr Hieronim Fokciniski SJ (Rome), Giedre Mickinaite, Ser-
gey Polekhov, Edmundas Rim3a, Keith Robbins, Sergejus Tem¢inas,
Tadeusz M. Trajdos and Oksana Valioniené.

The introduction, chapters 9 to 12, and the epilogue were written
by S. C. Rowell, chapters 1 to 8 by Darius Baronas. The project was
carried out at the Lithuanian Institute of History from 2013 to 2015.
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