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was engaged in relief-war supporting Lithuanians in Fribourg, Swit-
zerland, contributed to the local press and raised the issue of Lithu-
anian  independence.  Having  received  support  from  Lithuanian
priests  in America, he published books  about Lithuania).

Of particular interest here is the period  that Viskantas  spent in
Switzerland, from 1915-1918. He went there to study at the Univer-
sity of Fribourg.  Of the  seven universities in Switzerland  at the ti-
me, this was the only private one, and it was frequently referred to
as  ,,the  Catholic  University``.  Founded  in  1889,  it  quickly  attracted
East  European Catholics,  and it became  a  favorite for Lithuanians.
Among those who  studied  there  in this period were Juozas Puric-
kis,  Leonas  Bistras,  Kazys  Pak§tas,  and  Stasys  5alkauskis3.

The university, which sat exactly on the linguistic border between
German-  and  French-speaking  Switzerland,  also  attracted  a  great
number of Poles; in  1915  there were  three  at the faculty.  (This had
so worried the German government that it refused to recognize aca-
demic  degrees  awarded  there.)4  Among  the  more  prominent  was
Bronislaw  Pilsudski,  the younger brother  of J6sef,  and  during  the
First World War, this group did considerable work on behalf of Po-
lish war relief. Viskantas began his work for Lithuanian relief in co-
operation with these Poles, and his ,,asmeniniai ry5iai`` (personal con-
nections)  may well have begun here.

Another institution that Viskantas came into contact with in Swit-
zerland was Juozas Gabrys's Lithuanian Information Bureau, which
had moved to Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1915. Like Baron Pierre de
Coubertin, who moved the International Olympic Committee's head-
quarters  from  Paris  to  Lausanne  in  1915,  Gabrys  had  also  moved
there from Paris to avoid the pressures and dangers of the wartime
French capital.  Lausanne,  as  a  stop  on  the  Orient Express,  was  an
important railroad hub  with direct connections  to almost all of the
major  cities  of Europe.

From  the  start,  Viskantas  and  Gabrys  became  rivals.  Both  men
showed  interest in profiting  from  the  espionage business  in war-
time Switzerland,  and  they both approached  the German embassy

Lietuviu Enciklopedija (So. Boston), 34.. 324-25.
Ibid.
Juozas Eretas received his doctorate in Fribourg in 1918, and my father, Alfred Senn,
received his  doctorate there in  1921.

4     See  ALlfred Erich Senn,  The  Russian  Revolution  in  Switzerland,1914-1917  (`Mad±sor\,

WI,  1971),  pp. 4748.
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kely  that the  Latvian would have agreed  to work with  this  group,
and while Rainis might have sympathized with Privat's leftist poli-
tical 1eanings, he would surely have disapproved of the Latvian na-
tionalists that Viskantas and Privat invitedt°.  Stasys 5alkauskis  and
other  Lithuanians  simply  rejected  the  invitation  to participate.

Viskantas  and  Privat  did  not  agree  on  all  their respective  nomi-
nations. Viskantas recommended inviting Kesktllla, but Privat chose
to ignore the Estonian. When Privat suggested inviting a Jewish re-
presentative, Viskantas was unreceptive]T. All in all, Viskantas's con-
tributions to the list of participants did not speak highly of his po-
litical  acumen.  The  Lithuanians  criticized  him  sharply  for  his  wil-
lingness to work with the Poles,  and  Gabrys was  especially sarcas-
tic  in  his  attacks  on  the  ,,triple  doctor``  as  he  called  ViskantasT2.

At  the  commission's  firs,t  meeting,  although  Privat  acted  chair-
man, Viskantas directed the discussion.  The work of the group, he
declared,  should  consist  in  three  stages:  first,  a  study  of  the  facts
concerning the rights of these peoples and an investigation of their
disputes;  second  an effort to persuade  representative ,organs  of the
peoples to accept the conclusions of the study, and third, the accep-
tance  of these  decisions  by  a  future  peace  congress.  The  commis-
sion  should  structure  itself  as  a  society  in  conformance  with  the
Swiss Civil Code,  and he urged  that the  group  establish a publica-
tion, possTbly  em+ifled   Annales  de  la  societ6  internationale  d'6tude  des
peuples  situ6s  entre  la  mer  Baltique  et  la  mer  NoireL3.

When the commission announced  its  existence,  some critics  sug-
gested  that  it  drew  its  inspiration from  same  German  sources  that

•'     See  Alfred  Erich  Senn,  ,,Garlawa:  A  Study  in  Emigre  Intrigue``,   S/fluo7zz.c  #7rd  £"sf

I I(j'opcfl7t   RczJi.czu,  45  (1967):  413.
6   `  Edmond  Privat,   AZJLJ7!fw7'o/.  cZL7  p/.o#z.ro  (Tenerife,1962).  See  also  Alfred  Erich  Senn,

The  Entente  and  the  Polish  Question,1914-1916``,  /¢/trz7z{cfec`;'/L.;r  GLJscfez.c#fLJ  OsfcL!-
ropas  25  (1977)..  26-27.

7    Letter to Zygmunt Witkowski, May 7,  1918,  Bibliotheque de la Ville de la Chaux-

de~Fonds, Fond Edmond  Privat, carton  11.
8     Letter  to  Witkowski,  April  10,  1918,  ibid.
9      |ouriial  de  G6nave,  Mz\y   I,  L918.
[°   On Rainis's views that time, see Alfred Erich Senn,  ,,Sieben unver6ffent]ichte Brie-

fe  von  Janis  Rainis``,  C{'/J.  (Lund),  15  (1972):  3-10.
11    Viskantas  to  Privat,  Mciy  2,1918,  Fond  Privat.
12   Gabrys's comments  in his  manuscript memoirs,  rtzitfci5  st7J'c`T.I/bo/.c,  which  were  once

in the possession  of  Albertas  Gerutis  in  Bern,  Switzerlancl.
13   ,,Rapport``,  Fond  Privat.
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entirety  without  my  authorization``.  When  Privat  made bold  with
suggesting a meeting of the commission's executive bureau, Viskan-
tas  angrily declared that he had no right to take such an initiative.
Privat humbly replied, ,,I regret the incident with all my heart, and
I hope  that it  will  remain  closed``18.

Under Viskantas's leadership the commission atrophied. Vacations,
illnesses,  and  other duties complicated Viskantas's own inability to
act, and Privat abandoned all thought of working with any Lithua-
nians.  Instead  he  concentrated  on trying  to bring  about  an  agree-
ment between Polish and Ukrainian representatives. Eventually Pri-
vat gave up all,  and in summarizing the reasons for his failure, he
laid considerable blame directly on Viskantas.  Viskantas, he  declar-
ed,  had  spent  too  much  time  editing  the  statutes,  and  then  in  the
fall  of  1918  he had  left  for  Italy  without  telling  anyone]9.

Viskantas  soon  returned  to  Vilnius,  where  in  1919  he  played  a
part in J6zef Pilsudski's  plans  to  draw  Lithuania  under  the  Polish
umbrella.  Visiting  Vilnius  in  the  fall  of  1919,  Pilsudski's  specialist
on Lithuanian questions, Leon Wasilewski, turned to Viskantas as a
lever in trying to influence Lithuanian clergy in Vilnius. Viskantas wil-
lingly cooperated,  telling Wasilewski of his  own  desire  to  see  Poles
and Lithuanians cooperate on the territory of the historical Grand Du-
chy.  Viskantas  also passed  to  Wasilewski his  communications with
the Papal Nuncio in Warsaw,  Achilles  Ratti,  later Pope Pius X12°.

In all, Viskantas's political  activit\y,  1915-1919, produced  little re-
sult. He failed in his bid to be an intelligence agent, he failed in his
work  as  Secretary-General  of the  Commission  of  the  East,  and  he
accomplished  little  in  his  intrigues  with  Wasilewski.  His  biograp-
hers in  L!.cf wzJz.#  £77c!.kJapcd!./.a  were  probably  well  advised  to  concen-
trate  their  attention  on his  cultural  work  on behalf  of  the  Lithua-
nians  living in Vilnius between the two World Wars.

14   G¢zcffe  dc  L¢ws¢#7tc,  May  13,1918.
15   ,,Dr.  A. Viscont  desavoue  par  le  Conseil  national  lituanien``,   Pro  Lz.ffew¢7".fl,  No. 6

(1918), p. 198; also, Lithuanian Information Bureau, ,,Rapports de la Lithuanie avec
les peuples voisins``, Fond Privat.

16   Correspondence in Fond Privat.
17  Correspondence in Fond Privat.
]8   Correspondence in Fond Privat.
19   ,,Rapport de  la Commission``, Fond  Privat.
2()   See  Alfred Erich Senn,  ,,Lithuania Through Polish Eyes,1919-1924``,  L/.fw¢rzws,  26/
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